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President´s corner
It was a hot and dry summer in Matsalu National Park, which definately delighted the visitors.

Water was quite shallow during the whole summer, but due to coming autumn the level has

recovered and brought along many fish. These news are extremely joyful for the local fishermen.

Dry summer afforded also to mow and transport hay from very wet meadows. In addition to that

summer was favorable for reconstructing meadow infrastructure (roads, bridge-regulator) with

the help of EU structural funds.

For  the  second  year,  Matsalu  National  Park

organized  Junior  Ranger  Camp  and  young

student Maris Esko participated the international camp in Krknose National Park. "It has been a

wonderful experience, because I got a chance to practice my English and gained many friends

all over Europe. Everything was so cool that it is impossible to put into words!", says Maris.

Matsalu hay sculptures that were burnt at the Ancient Night were the highlight of the summer!

Photo: Krattus krattus

A new study of visitors in Fulufjällets National
Park / A. Alfredéen

Fulufjället become Sweden’s 28th national park in 2002. The aim of the park is to preserve,

in unspoiled condition, a southern mountain region with distinctive vegetation and great

natural value. The aim is also to provide for the visitors experience of tranquility, isolation

and purity in combination with making it easier for the public, to an appropriate extent, to

experience the park’s nature. Fulufjället National Park provides opportunities for short and

long hikes on marked trails, as well as challenging tours in the large wilderness area. Here

you find Njupeskär - the highest waterfall in Sweden, and “Old Tjikko” - a 9,550-year-old

spruce tree, which is the world's oldest known living individual clonal tree.

Protected areas are often interesting and attractive destinations to visit, but also represent

sensitive ecosystems. Therefore, it’s important that tourism in these areas is conducted in

a sustainable way.  Also,  high demands are placed on planning, management and the

practice of various activities. To learn more about those who visit the national park and how

they experience the park, a study of visitors was carried out at an early sta ge in the

formation  of  the  Fulufjället  National  Park .  Having  knowledge  of  the  visitor’s  and

understanding their motives and expectations is central to design appropriate management

from a visitor’s perspective. To follow up on the first study and to develop the work further,

a new study of visitors are carried out during the high season of 2014. The study is part of

the research project "The new mountain experience" , carried out by the Mid-Sweden

University. The results of the study are expected to be completed in 2015.   

More information:

www.fulufjallet.se

www.naturvardsverket.se/Var-natur/Skyddad-natur/Nationalparker/Fulufjallet-Dalarnas-lan

www.miun.se/en/Research/Our-Research/Centers-and-Institutes/ETOUR/ETOUR---

Research/Research-projects/The-New-Mountain-Experience
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Matsalu  National  Park  craftsmen  in  Fiskars
Village / N. Sõber

In  a  national  park,  it  is  important  not  only  to  protect  nature,  but  also  to  "preserve"  local

inhabitants. To have life in a protected area, the community and protected area authority have to

pay  attention  to  it´s  people.  The  idea  to  go  for  benchmarking  to  Fiskars  Village,  Finland

developed over 2  years when one of the speakers at  the nature tourism seminar in Matsalu

National Park was from Fiskars Village. But why Matsalu National Park handicraft people went to

Fiskars?  To  learn  from  their  cooperation,  how  to  build  up  such  a  network  between

community and artists . In Matsalu area there are many people who do handicraft, but they do

not sell their products and do not mingle with other craftsmen.

However, the history of Fiskars Village is quite

intriguing. Fiskars Village got  it´s name from

the the company Fiskars, which was founded

in  1649  in  Fiskars  Village  and  has  since

become an international corporation. But when

Fiskars factory moved the production out from

the  village,  many  buildings  remained  empty.

Fiskars Real Estate superior manager started

to brainstorm on how to fill  up the empty

buildings . And during one night he found the

solution! He started to call artists and designers all over Finland inviting them to live and work in

Fiskars. The deal involved either offering to sell or rent the factory houses to artists. Today there

are over 100 artisans, designers and artists working or living in Fiskars Village. This year the

village celebrated 365th anniversary by proudly presenting their craftsmen work.

 

It was a pleasure to see such a network. The goal for Matsalu National Park is not to copy-paste

the idea, but to adjust the core issue according to our opportunitie s.  Matsalu craftsmen

came up with several ideas already on the way back home to start with the network, joint events

and then afterwards with common sales and marketing.

Photo: At Omina shop

Naturum Hornborgasjön / N. Backlund

Last year the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) decided to renew and improve

Lake Hornborga as a visitor attraction . The County Administrative Board of Västra Götaland,

who manages the reserve on behalf of the EPA, is leading the project. The renewal of the main

visitor center - naturum Hornborgasjön  - will start in September and re-opens just in time for

the return of the cranes in March next year.

Built  on poles in the water and with an impressive straw thatched roof the visitor center has

welcomed visitors to Lake Hornborga for nearly three decades. The inside of the building will be

completely transformed into an open and specious exhibition hall with a brand new exhibition.

The information center naturum Hornborgasjön serves as an entrance to nature and the new

exhibition aims to erase the boundary between indoors and outdoors.

Photo: A conceptual sketch of the future exhibition.  Illustration: White Architects

Along with the renewal of the old visitor center a new entrance building with auditorium, café,

toilets and office locations will be built. The construction of the entrance building is planned to

start in 2015.
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“It  feels  very  exciting  that  the  renewal  of  naturum  Hornborgasjön  has  finally  begun!  The

investment will result in a better service to all our visitors in the future”, says Anders Bergström,

the site manager at the county administrative board situated by the Lake.

Photo: Naturum Hornborgasjön by K.O. Hvass

Building  bridges  between nature,  culture  and
nations / A. Balandi � a

Some of us might remember the seminar „Cultural heritage in national parks” organized by

Environmental Board (Estonia) in Lahemaa National Park this January, straight after the

Nordic-Baltic Section members assembly in Tallinn. Held in the heart of the „land of bays” –

the spectacular Palmse Manor surrounded by a fairy-tale like snow-covered landscape –

the  seminar  encouraged  fruitful  discussions  and  provided  possibility  to  share  valuable

experiences on the different ways of preserving all types of cultural heritage in protected

areas.

Yet, the seminar turned out to have some positive, long term  „side-effects ”. Inspired

by  the  wonderful  people and  nature of  Lahemaa National  Park,  couple of  the Latvian

participants of the seminar (including the author) came back again, this time for trying to

turn some of the exiting theory into practice.

Two  choirs  –  mixed  choir

„Vaivari”  from  the Latvian  resort

city  J� rmala  (partly  situated  in

� emeri National Park) and mixed

choir  of  Võhma  municipality

(situated  in  Lahemaa  National

Park)  –  joined  their  voices  in

the evening of August 23rd for a

very emotional concert in Ilumäe

chapel  in  Lahemaa  National

Park. It was devoted to the 25th

anniversary of the Baltic Chain

and  was  also  attended  by  a

special guest - Lagle Parek - a very special figure in Estonian history and politics. The

concert was followed by a heart-warming traditional evening in the amazing, more than a

century old community house in Võhma village, offering even more chances of sharing the

rich cultural heritage of  both nations.  But the first  half  of  the day of  August 24th was

devoted to discovering natural heritage  – the Latvian choir, accompanied by a wonderful

local  guide went  on an excursion around Lahemaa National  Park,  leaving a traditional

Latvian song at all of the visited objects. The group was truly moved by the sincerity and

warm hospitality of their Estonian neighbors and invited them to continue the joint effort

in  preservation  of  our  cultural  values ,  but  this  time  in  different,  yet  similar  natural

surroundings – in Latvia, vicinity � emeri National Park. Nature has a magical power of

bringing people together in so many ways – so let’s  just use them!

Introducing European National Parks / N. Sõber

French nature conservationists Quentin Jaud and Anaëlle Goitre visited Matsalu National Park in

the end of August in order to gather picture material and information about different National

Parks  in  Europe.  They  visited  several  natural  sites  in  Matsalu  and  were  introduced  to  the

activities of different organizations working together in Matsalu National Park. They had direct

contacts also with local inhabitants and tourism entrepreneurs.
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Photo: Quentin Jaud, Anaëlle Goitre and local tourism entrepreneur Ants Ale

During one year from April 2014 until April 2015 th ey are visiting 52 National Parks in 27

European countries to put together documentary . The goal of the project "European Natures,

An audio-visual project coming into your park" is to highlight natural values  in National Parks

and to emphasize different measures in protecting the flor a and fauna in these protected

areas.

More information: www.40075.eu

Dz� kija National Park first volunteer camp / E.
Tamoši � nas

In collaboration with youth volunteering center "DEINETA", the Dz� kija National Park and

� epkeliai State Strict Nature Reserve management team organized the first  volunteer

camp  in the park. Seven volunteers from Spain, Czech Republic and Japan became part

of  the  parks  team  for  a  period  of  two  weeks  -  during  August  18-30,  2014.  Our  two

long-term EVS volunteers - Alice and Iryna - were there to support, train and have fun with

the volunteers during working and leisure times.

The  volunteers  dedicated  themselves  to  different  maint enance  tasks .  Cleaning,

repairing  and  maintaining  the  most  visited  tourist  places  of  the  park  such  as  the

surroundings of the � la river, � los akis, Mekšrinis lake, a World War I graveyard near the

town of Merkin� , the Beekeeping museum in Musteika and different tourist routes. They

opened  up  several  important  environmental  areas  such  as  the  meadows  of  the

Skroblus river near the village of Kapinišk� s and areas in the � epkeliai State Strict Nature

Reserve. This to avoid overgrowth by the forest and to create better living conditions for

many insect and bird species.

Of course time was not only  filled by work.  In  the leisure time the volunteers  had the

opportunity  to  visit  Vilnius  and  the  towns  of  Dr� skininkai,  Var� na  and  Merkin� .  They

shared their differences and similarities of their  cultures and presented their home

countries by playing traditional games and preparing traditional dishes. We had a very nice

Japanese evening with Japanese food, a workshop Kung Fu, a workshop Polka dancing

and of course there was time for a little party on Saturday.

Overall  we can say the camp was very successful and worth  to have a follow-up. The

volunteers had the chance to see lots of places in the park and the contribution they gave

by their work was extraordinary. They met other youngsters from other countries, learned

more about the Lithuanian culture and made new friendships, perhaps for life.

Health case studies / EUROPARC Federation

We can all  agree that physical  activity and contact  with  nature is essential  for  human

health,  and that ‘Green exercise’  can make a significant and sustained contribution to

good physical and mental health and well-being. However, as this is a relatively new field

of work there has been a clear need to build the evidence base to demonstrate the public

health benefits that protected areas provide.

EUROPARC’s Health and Protected Areas Working Group  has taken the first steps in

building this  evidence base. The group has compiled a suite of  case studies  from the

EUROPARC network to demonstrate the important work that protected areas are doing in

the field of  health.  They  show the work  that protected areas and agencies in  Finland,

France,  Latvia,  Spain  and  the  UK  are  undertaking  in  different  health  policy  areas.

Furthermore,  they  demonstrate  the  significant  contribution  that  parks  make  to  human

health and well-being through the development of policy or the delivery of  projects and

programs.

The case studies will aid the promotion of European protected areas’ work in Europe and

internationally and will form part of a toolkit for protected areas that the working group is

developing. Since the work started further examples have emerged and a second tranche

of case studies is envisaged.

Here are links to the case studies :
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Finland :  Oulu Region

Finland :  Kevo Strict Nature Reserve, Repovesi, Patvinsuo, and Kurjenrahka National Parks

France :   Espaces Naturels Régionaux, Nord Pas de Calais

Germany : to come

Spain :     Parque Natural Fuentes Carrionas y Fuente Cobre-Montaña Palentina, Castilla y León

Spain :     Extremadura South West Spain & Alentejo (Portugal)

UK:          Scottish Natural Heritage

UK:          Pembrokeshire Coast National Park

UK:          Dementia Adventure and others

Latvian protected areas – source of inspiration
and  new  experiences  for  future  experts  in
nature related spheres / A. Balandi � a

The summer of 2014, just like last year, will stay in special memory for several students of

Campus La Salle St. Christophe (www.institut-st-christophe.com) in Southern France.

Charles Restoin, Romain Bernad and Julien Chandelier spent the summer (respectively) in

� emeri  National  Park,  Gauja  National  Park  and  Nature  Park  „Pape”  gathering  new

knowledge and practical experience in habitat manag ement, maintenance of tourism

infrastructure  and  routes,  providing  tourism  inform ation,  organizing  nature

education events ,  etc.  All  three admitted that the time spent in Latvia had been very

valuable not only in terms of the gained experience but also as a chance of discovering

new  country  and  traditions,  meeting  new  people  and  getting  loads  of  unforgettable

impressions, inspiration and ideas for the future.   

Cooperation  between  Campus  La  Salle  St.  Christophe  and  Nature  Conservation

Agency was successfully started in 2013 and has been constantly developing since then.

Representatives  of  Nature  Conservation  Agency  have  provided  training  on  nature

protection issues for students in France in 2013 and 2014. But in late spring this year, a

group of  French students came for  a  study trip to Latvian protected areas, discovering

almost  all  aspects  of  their  management –  field  research, habitat  management,  tourism

infrastructure, organization of big events, etc. Discussion has started about possibilities of

expanding future cooperation to give even more room for exchanging the southern and

northern experiences in  nature related matters.  All  the activities within  this cooperation

have so far been financially supported by the EU Lifelong Learning ERASMUS program.

Taking into consideration the positive aspects of taking in international student s – new

experience for everyone involved and extra pairs of usually very interested helping hands

for the hosting institution – another international student, Silva Lässer from University of

Zürich,  Department  of  Ethnology,  Environmental  Science  and  Educational  Science

(Switzerland) was given the chance to spend a summer in � emeri National Park. Just like

her  French  colleagues  Silva  also  has  returned  home with  new conclusions  about  the

complexity  of  nature  conservation  and  the  importance  of  all  aspects  surrounding  it  –

inspection  work,  nature education and  awareness  raising at  all  levels,  development  of

sustainable tourism, etc.

Nature  Conservation  Agency  staff,  although  still  missing  their  wonderful  summer

colleagues, who were also joined by a couple of local students, is already looking forward

the next year and hoping to welcome some young, keen people again!

It is a pleasure to introduce what other EUROPARC s ections do. In this
newsletter we give insight into EUROPARC Italian Se ction activities.

FEDERPARCHI / S. Petrosillo

The Italian Federation of Parks and Natural Reserves (Federparchi) is an association that

brings together and represents the management bodies of Italian natural protected areas.

Federparchi was born on May 11th 1989 as National Coordination of Regional Parks and

Reserves, and then took its current name in 1998. Since June 2008, the Federparchi

was also established as the Italian section of EURO PARC Federation.

The Federation currently brings together more than 160 bodies of management of national

and regional parks, marine protected areas, nature reserves as well as some provinces,

regions and several environmental organizations.

To build and strengthen the national system of protected areas is one of the priorities of the

Federation,  since its establishment.  Therefore,  it  is  particularly committed  to promote

coordination  and  integration  among  its  members,  enc ouraging  the  exchange  of

knowledge, experiences and best practices between p arks .

 

Federparchi represents the protected areas in the relations with the institutions (European

Union, states, regions, local authorities) and other public and private entities interested in

their  activities.  Moreover,  Federparchi  is  constantly  engaged  in  actions  to  conserve,

enhance and promote the natural and cultural heritage.

In particular:

Implementation  of  national  projects  about  nature  conservation,  environmental

education, sustainable development;

Coordination of  studies and scientific research in the fields of nature protection and 

management of protected natural areas;

Organization of awareness campaigns, conferences, workshops, seminars, training;

Development  of  sustainable  tourism in  natural  protected areas, according to  the

principles  of  the  European  Charter  for  Sustainable  Tourism  in  Protected  Areas
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Realization  of  projects  of  international  cooperation  in  Europe,  Mediterranean

countries and Latin America;

Promotion of initiatives for conservation and enhancement of cultural and traditional

heritage.

Federparchi  actively  cooperates  whit  EUROPARC Federation  Directorate,  EUROPARC

working  groups  and  the  other  national  sections.  It  maintains  collaborations  with  other

international organizations and is in charge of the General Secretariat of the IUCN Italian

Committee.

EUROPARC FEDERATION NEWS

EUROPARC CONFERENCE 2014
Annual conference is just around the corner. This year the theme is "Understanding the

value  of  nature",  EUROPARC  Conference  will  take  place  from  28th  September  until

Wednesday, 1st October 2014, in Killarney, Ireland.

Nordic-Baltic Section members meeting: Wednesday Oc tober 1st,
2PM at Mangerton Suite
 

������

Sept 28- Oct 1     EUROPARC Conference 2014 in Killarney National Park, Ireland

Nov 25-26             Ecosystem working group meeting in Amsterdam, Netherlands

Dec                        Seminar on health and protected areas in Estonia
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