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Rauno Väisanen „The Nordic-Baltic Section – hope, happiness and cool wellbeing.”

Rolands Auzins „Here in the Northern Europe, under aurora borealis, the Nordic-Baltic Section has cool events and 

activities and YOU are warmly welcome to share your ideas within our green network.”

Thomas Hansson „Together in the EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section, we Protect, Preserve and Present our natural heritage 

to Enjoy our collective work for the Biodiversity in Europe.”

Kaja Lotman “The Nordic-Baltic Section- rich of life and its very nice!”
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EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section is part of the EUROPARC 

Federation, a pan-European organisation with more than 400 

members in 35 countries, dedicated to nature conservation.

The Nordic-Baltic Section works with protected areas and their 

partners in the eight Nordic and Baltic countries – Denmark, 

Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Sweden and Estonia. 

It gives everyone working for and with these special places a 

chance to be part of a wider international network and to work 

together to look after Europe’s precious natural heritage. The 

Nordic-Baltic Section has an expanding membership of more 

than 50 organisations. A wealth of experience and expertise 

from protected areas and nature conservation is shared and 

disseminated in the Section. 

The Nordic-Baltic Section has a secretariat, who fulfi lls the work 

programme refl ecting the EUROPARC Federation’s aims and 

purposes. The Section presidency rotates between the Nordic 

and Baltic countries every three years.

EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section
working to strengthen and unify nature protection across borders
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1. Management of protected areas

The Nordic-Baltic Section will contribute to the improved management of protected areas in 

the Nordic and Baltic countries. Activities will aim to increase the exchange of experience and 

knowledge between protected area practitioners. Workshops and seminars are arranged on 

specifi c management topics. 

2. Sustainable tourism in protected areas

EUROPARC’s European Charter for Sustainable Tourism is a practical management tool which 

helps protected areas to continuously improve the sustainable development and management 

of tourism, taking into account the needs of the environment, the local population and the local 

tourism businesses. To promote sustainable tourism in protected areas the Section supports and 

facilitates certifi ed Charter Parks. The Section also promotes the European Charter among the 

EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic members.

Areas of cooperation
There are four priority areas of cooperation in the Nordic-Baltic Section:

Ängsö National Park, Sweden by K. R. Johansson
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3. Transboundary cooperation

EUROPARC works with Transboundary Parks – following nature’s design. The Nordic-Baltic Section 

will contribute to better management of transboundary protected areas in the member countries. 

It will further develop already established cooperation in transboundary regions and support 

potential new transboundary cooperations.

4. Working groups

The Nordic-Baltic Section supports EUROPARC working groups and is involved in their activities.

Archipelago National Park, Finland by J. Kostet
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Cooperation, communication and networking are the key words in the daily work.

Upcoming events of interest to the members will be highlighted through the Section.

Thematical workshops will be arranged by the Section in cooperation with member 

organisations.

Exchange of staff  for capacity-building and information exchange will be supported and

facilitated by the Section.

The Section will provide the members with help in fi nding project partners for projects

within the Nordic-Baltic member countries and in relation with other EUROPARC sections.

Working modes
The Nordic-Baltic Section will above all function as a forum for information exchange, as well as a 

forum for capacity building and communication of the best practices.

Protected areas governance seminar in Estonia, 2013 by U. Tartes
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1] Contribute to the fulfi lment of the goals of the EUROPARC Federation, and especially to:

facilitate the exchange of information and expertise between the Section members;

facilitate exchange of information and expertise between the Nordic-Baltic Section, other 

EUROPARC sections and EUROPARC Federation.

2] Contribute to the consolidation of the EUROPARC Federation as the most important European 

organisation for the managers of the protected areas, by:

implementing joint projects and other activities in the Nordic and Baltic countries;

emphasising the role of the section members as the key actors in the management of 

protected areas;

increasing the membership of the EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section in all the member 

countries.

3] Contribute to highlighting important issues regarding the environment, biodiversity and cultural 

heritage as being the basis for a healthy society and a sustainable economic development, by:

spreading and interpreting relevant knowledge and experience to and for the Section 

members.

Goals of the Nordic–Baltic Section:

Protected areas governance seminar excursion in Estonia, 2013 by G. Norvaišas
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The Finnish landscape is very varied, as 

Finland is over 1 000 kilometres long. Its 

northernmost parts lie above the Arctic Circle. 

In the southernmost part is the archipelago with 

hundreds and hundreds of islands. Inbetween, 

vast forested areas and mires cover most of 

Finland’s surface area. The tens of thousands 

of lakes interspersed in these forests are very 

typical and epitomize the essence of Finland. 

In Lapland, there are fells, the highest of which 

rise up to heights over 1 300 metres. 

Finland’s natural features are conserved in 

protected areas that cover nearly 4 million hectares 

state-owned lands and waters of the country’s total 

surface area of 34 million hectares. Protected areas 

are usually in state ownership and management, 

but there are also privately owned nature reserves. 

State-owned protected areas are managed by 

Metsähallitus Natural Heritage Services. 

National parks, wilderness areas and hiking areas 

are the most important parts of the protected area 

network in Finland. Almost all of these are included 

in the European Union’s network of Natura 2000 

areas. Finland’s protected areas are an essential 

part of the international network of protected 

areas. 

Finland’s 37 national parks conserve archipelago, 

lake, mire, forest and fell landscapes and their 

species. In Lapland, a dozen of special wilderness 

areas or reserves have been established to protect 

the livelihoods of the indigenous Sámi people. 

Seven national hiking areas were set up in areas of 

exceptional natural beauty. On top of this, many 

other kinds of protected areas also guarantee the 

conservation of the most unique parts of Finnish 

nature - for the benefi t of natural diversity. 

For more information, please visit the 

Metsähallitus Natural Heritage Services websites: 

www.metsa.fi /naturalheritage and 

www.outdoors.fi 

FINLAND 

Koli National Park, Finland by K. Leo
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In Sweden, the natural world is never far away! 

Come and enjoy 29 national parks and nearly 

4 000 nature reserves!

The national parks represent the most outstanding 

examples of Sweden’s natural landscapes. In 1909, 

Abisko, Sarek, Stora Sjöfallet, Sånfj ället, Pieljekaise, 

Garphyddan, Hamra, Ängsö and Gotska Sandön 

were the fi rst national parks to be established 

in Europe. Today, over 100 years later, there are 

29 national parks in Sweden. Kosterhavet National 

Park, which was inaugurated in 2009, is the latest. 

In addition, there are nearly 4 000 nature reserves 

covering a vast variety of Swedish nature types. 

Three of the country’s world heritage sites have 

been designated as such thanks to their high 

natural values.

Forests cover about half of Sweden and there are 

lots of lakes and streams. Nature plays an important 

role in the culture and the Right of Public Access is 

a unique institution that gives us all the freedom to 

roam freely in the Swedish countryside. But it also 

states that we must take care of nature and wildlife, 

and show consideration for landowners and other 

people enjoying the countryside. 

If you are curious to know more about Swedish 

nature, there are 31 naturum (visitor centres) 

where you can enjoy exhibitions, take guided tours 

or simply fi nd brochures and maps of the area. 

The Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 

– Naturvårdsverket – has the main responsibility 

for nature protection in Sweden. The 21 County 

Administrative Boards are responsible for the 

protection and management of nature reserves and 

normally also responsible for the administration 

and management of the national parks. However, 

some national parks are administrated by special 

trusts.

For more information, please visit the Swedish 

Environmental Protection Agency website: 

www.naturvardsverket.se/en/

SWEDEN

Hamra National Park, Sweden by A. Linderheim IBL Bildbyrå
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DENMARK
Denmark is a small country of merely 

43 000 km2. The land is intensively used: 

62% is farmland, 11% (mainly production) 

forest and 17% is covered by cities, roads and 

infrastructure. Thus, only about 10% remain for 

nature protection. Yet, although nature areas 

may generally be small and scattered, they off er 

great variety in terms of diff erent landscapes 

and nature types. From an international point 

of view, the most important nature types are 

coastal cliff  dunes and shallow sea areas.

Denmark got its fi rst Nature Protection Act in 1917. 

Today, the Nature Protection Act includes a general 

protection of diff erent nature types (e.g. heath, 

meadows, lakes) and rules for public access. Many 

specifi c areas have been preserved according to 

the Act.

Denmark has 3 national parks – Thy, Mols Bjerge 

and Vadehavet – which were established in 2008, 

2009 and 2010 respectively. Two other areas, 

Roskilde-Lejre and Kongernes Nordsjælland, have 

been designated by the Danish Parliament and 

will be established as national parks in the years to 

come.

International nature protection in Denmark 

includes 252 Natura 2000 areas, 261 Sites of 

Community Importance and 113 Special Protection 

Areas covering 8,3% of the land and 17,7% of the 

sea. Also 27 wetland areas have been designated 

as Ramsar areas.

For the last 20 years, Denmark has been very active 

in restoring nature areas such as rivers. The largest 

restoration projects being the River Skjern Nature 

Restoration projects, where about 2 200 hectares 

of meadows, reed beds and lakes where restored, 

together with 40 kilometres of river. Aff orestation 

is another important theme and Denmark aims to 

double its forest area within 80-100 years.

The Nature Agency – Naturstyrelsen – is responsible 

for nature restoration, national parks, leisure 

activities and forestry. The agency manages about 

200 000 hectares of forests and nature land owned 

by the Ministry of Environment. With experiences 

from the processes of establishing national 

parks, many nature restoration and aff orestation 

projects, the Nature Agency has a strong expertise 

in citizen involvement in larger scale land-use 

projects involving private landowners and other 

stakeholders. The agency is also responsible for 

nature protection, Natura 2000 and other issues 

related to the open land.

For more information, please visit the Danish 

Nature Agency website: 

www.danmarksnationalparker.dk/English/

Thy National Park, Denmark from Thy National Park archive
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Norway is characterised by considerable local 

variation in terms of topography, geology and 

climate. The environmental conditions change 

rapidly over short distances. The Norwegian 

land area is a mosaic of ecosystems and 

habitats, with a unique combination of species. 

For instance, Norway comprises 26 diff erent 

regions of vegetation geography.

In June 2009, Norway got a new law “Nature 

Diversity Act” instead of the Norwegian Nature 

Conservation Act. National parks constitute 9,7% of 

Norway´s land area, alltogether 16,9% of Norway´s 

territory is under protection. The total number 

of protected areas is 2 762. There are 36 national 

parks, 202 landscape conservation areas and 

2 051 nature reserves (not counting Svalbard).

A large portion of the Norwegian protected areas 

are mountainous land. Norway has an international 

responsibility to safeguard a representative 

selection of fj ord and coastal areas of types that are 

not found anywhere else in the world.

In comparison with the Norwegian mainland, 

much more of Svalbard’s area is protected, 

including large marine areas. National parks and 

nature reserves in Svalbard are protected under 

the Svalbard Environmental Act. 65% of the area 

of the islands is protected, together with about 

75% of the territorial waters stretching as far out as 

to the 12-nautical-mile territorial limit.

In 2003, the Storting (Parliament of Norway), 

gave its support to eff orts to expand protection 

of forested areas. A long-term programme to 

encourage landowners to protect areas of forest 

on a voluntary basis is in progress. Implementation 

of the county protection plans for mires, wetlands, 

deciduous broad-leaved forests, rich deciduous 

forests and important coastal sites for seabirds will 

result in the protection of more coastal and lowland 

areas. The Storting has approved proposals to 

draw up a marine protection plan. Some protected 

areas need active management to maintain their 

conservation value. There is an urgent need for 

management plans and funding for management 

measures.

For more information, please visit the Directorate 

for Nature Management website: 

english.dirnat.no/

NORWAY

Møysalen National Park, Norway by M. Lier
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ICELAND 
Iceland’s fi rst protected area was established 

in 1929, when Þingvellir National Park was 

designated a “national sanctuary”. Today, 

Þingvellir is a protected national shrine and 

there are 110 protected areas in Iceland. 

Together they encompass over 21% of the 

country’s area. In addition, one algae, the 

Cladophora aegagropila, is protected - together 

with 31 species of plants and a mineral, the 

stalactite.

Three national parks have been established in 

Iceland; Þingvellir National Park that was declared a 

UNESCO world heritage site in 2004, Snæfellsjökull 

National Park and Vatnajökull National Park, which 

is the largest national park in Europe. 

Other Icelandic protected areas consist of nature 

reserves, natural monuments, habitat protection 

areas and country parks. All together, they 

contribute to safeguarding important wildlife, 

stunning landscapes, geological formations, 

ecosystem services and outdoor recreation.

Many protected areas are popular tourist 

attractions as they are one of the main natural 

treasures of Iceland. Tourists are encouraged to 

visit accessible protected areas and enjoy what 

they have to off er while complying with the rules 

that apply to these areas. Visiting the protected 

areas off ers a unique opportunity to experience 

the variety of the Icelandic wonders of nature such 

as wilderness, interplay between the forces of 

glaciers and volcanic activity, powerful waterfalls 

and dramatic canyons, geological formations, 

reindeer grazing grounds and habitats for birds 

and other wildlife.

Umhverfi sstofnun, the Environment Agency of 

Iceland, is responsible for the daily operations 

of most of the protected areas. This is done in 

cooperation with local authorities and committees.

Each protected area has its own conservation 

agreement with specifi c rules that aim to maintain 

the conservation value of each area. By declaring 

an area protected we safeguard them for future 

generations to enjoy.

 

For more information, please visit the Environment 

Agency of Iceland website: 

www.ust.is/the-environment-agency-of-iceland/

Snæfellsjökull National Park, Iceland from Environment Agency of Iceland archive
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Latvia, the midmost country among the Baltic 

states, is located in North-Eastern Europe on 

the east coast of the Baltic Sea. 

Latvia consists of fertile lowland plains and 

moderate hills, crossed by an extensive network of 

rivers. There are over 2 000 lakes and hundreds of 

kilometres of seashore lined by pine forests, dunes 

and long white sand beaches. A typical Latvian 

landscape is a mosaic of vast forests interspersed 

by fi elds, farmsteads and pastures. Amid the fi elds 

of arable land, birch groves and wooded clusters 

constitute habitats for numerous plants and 

animals.

Altogether, approximately 27 700 fl ora and fauna 

species have been registered in Latvia. Many of 

them are endangered in Europe. The national bird 

is white wagtail (Motacilla alba).

Latvia has a long tradition of nature conservation. 

The fi rst proposals for conservation were raised 

in the 1900s and the fi rst Latvian protected area 

was the Moricsala Reserve in the Kurzeme region 

established in 1912.

Today, there are 4 national parks, 4 nature reserves, 

1 biosphere reserve, 37 nature parks, 9 protected 

landscape areas, 238 restricted areas and 

7 protected maritime territories. In addition, 

332 Natura 2000 territories cover 12% of the 

country’s total area. Together, all these territories 

protect a wide variety of habitats and endangered 

species thereby maintaining and conserving the 

biological biodiversity in Latvia.

Since June 2009, the implementation of a unifi ed 

nature conservation policy and supervision of all 

nature protected areas is the responsibility of the 

Nature Conservation Agency – Dabas aizsardzības 

pārvalde.

For more information, please visit the Latvian 

Nature Conservation Agency website: 

www.daba.gov.lv/public/eng/

LATVIA

Kemeri National Park, Latvia from Nature Conservation Agency archive



12

Lithuania has its very own system of protected 

areas, and long-standing traditions of the 

protection of natural and cultural heritage. 

Protected areas are established not only for 

the protection of natural and cultural values, 

but also for their adaptation to allow public use 

and access, be it for educational, recreational or 

other purposes. 

Lithuania has very old traditions to conserve sacred 

forests, trees, stones, springs, etc. But the system of 

Lithuania’s protected areas has been developed for 

over three decades, and now 67 years have passed 

since the fi rst protected area was established. 

Today, protected areas in Lithuania cover 15% of 

the total area (excluding marine protected areas). 

Lithuania’s complete system of protected areas 

consists of 5 strict reserves (two of which are 

cultural), around 400 reserves of diff erent types 

(landscape, geomorphological, hydrographical, 

telmological, botanical, zoological, etc.), 5 national 

parks (one being historic), 30 regional parks (one 

also historic), 1 biosphere reserve, 30 biosphere 

polygons, 3 recuperative plots and many natural 

and cultural heritage objects. 

Natura 2000 network covers about 13 % of the total 

country territory. Lithuania has four properties 

of outstanding universal value that have been 

inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List. For 

example Curonian Spit, which is an outstanding 

example of a landscape of sand dunes that is under 

constant threat from natural forces like wind and 

tide. In 2011, Žuvintas Biosphere Reserve became 

fi rst Lithuanian area included in the UNESCO World 

Network of Biosphere Reserves. Seven larger scale 

protected areas are members within the Ramsar 

Convention on wetlands conservation. The largest 

part of the nature conservation system includes 

national and regional parks. Those have been 

established in areas that are from a natural, cultural 

and recreational aspect vulnerable and especially 

valuable. 

The State Service for Protected Areas – Valstybinė 

saugomų teritorijų tarnyba – under the Ministry 

of Environment is the main body implementing 

state policy on protected areas, including Natura 

2000 areas, and directly responsible for the 

conservation of natural values, landscape and 

biological diversity, set-up and maintenance of 

visitor centers’ and fulfi lling educational activities. 

At present, all strict reserves, national and 

regional parks and biosphere reserve have been 

assigned with administrations, which activities 

are coordinated by the State Service for Protected 

Areas.

For more information, please visit the State Service 

for Protected Areas website: 

www.vstt.lt/en/VI/index.php

LITHUANIA

Curonian Spit National Park, Lithuania from State Service for Protected Areas archive



ESTONIA

Soomaa National Park, Estonia by A. Ruukel

Estonia has a very rich nature on account of 

its advantageous geographical position and 

landscapes that have been left relatively 

untouched by human activity. The biodiversity 

and characteristical traits are infl uenced by 

the geological history, climate, soil and fauna 

diff erence between West- and East-, North- and 

South- Estonia. 

Today´s nature conservation in Estonia has 

grown out of diff erent initiatives. The birth of 

Estonian nature conservation is considered by the 

establishment of Vaika bird protected area in 1910. 

Protected areas consist of 18% of Estonian territory 

(682 447 ha). There are 5 national parks, 131 nature 

protected areas, 150 landscape protected areas 

and many other types of protected nature objects 

– alltogether 3 786. 

Since 1990, West Estonian Archipelago Biosphere 

Reserve has been included into the UNESCO World 

Network of Biosphere Reserves.

Estonia has a lot of nature with little human 

impacts as marshes and bogs (“wilderness”) and 

high nature value lands shaped by long-term 

sustainable use of nature as seminatural grasslands 

and East-Atlantic migratory birds route. According 

to some estimates, up to 50 million water and 

coastal birds are attracted by the coastal wetlands. 

Forests cover over one half of Estonia and about 

one fi fth of Estonia is covered with marshes and 

bogs. Another important distinctive feature is that 

Estonia has more than 1 500 islands and islets.

Seminatural pastures and meadows are extremely 

diverse, rich in diff erent species and therefore 

maintaining favourable conditions is crucial. 

To restore and maintain those landscapes, 

landowners, farmers and nature conservation 

organisations are working side by side.

Environmental Board – Keskkonnaamet – is the 

authority of protected areas. Visitor management 

and nature management activites on state land are 

implemented by RMK (State Forest Management 

Centre).

Monitoring and data collection is led by 

Environmental Agency and Environmental 

Inspectorate is taking care of law enforcement.

For more information, please visit the

Environmental Board www.keskkonnaamet.ee/en/
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