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Governance

The principles of good governance (according to 

IUCN, UNDP, etc.) are legitimacy and voice, fairness, 

accountability, transparency, performance, effective 

leadership.

Governance concerns the interaction between the 

government, private sector and civil society (Borrini-

Feyerabend et al., 2006) and about the role each of 

these types of actors play in the decision-making and 

management process.

Governance

The types of protected area governance described by 

the IUCN indicate who (in terms of state and non-

state actors) owns the power and legal 

responsibility for management and decision-making, 

who has the control and influence over the 

management process throughout the protected area 

life cycle and to what extent the non-governmental 

stakeholders can have the power to influence.

Governance types are: state, shared and private 

governance

Protected Areas of Latvia

Nature 

Monuments 

(total); 

355

Nature 

Parks; 

42

Nature 

Reserves; 

262

Landscape 

Protegted Area; 9

Biosphere Reserve; 

1

Microreserves (only 

Natura2000); 24Strict 

Nature 

Reserves; 

4

Protected 

Marine Areas; 

8

National 

Parks; 

4

Protected Areas of Latvia, in numbers



9.04.2013

2

Nature 

Monuments (total); 

5274  ha

Nature 

Parks; 

195616 ha

Nature 

Reserves; 

223920 ha

Landscape 

Protected Area; 

161361 ha

Biosphere 

Reserve; 

474350 ha

Microreserves 

(only Natura2000); 

984 ha

Strict Nature 

Reserves; 

25108 ha

Protected 

Marine Areas; 

5679 ha

National Parks; 

209600  ha

Protected Areas of Latvia, ha

MINISTRY of 

ENVIRONMENT; 

95826 ha; 

8,2%

OTHERS;

 726966,8 ha; 

62,1%

MINISTRY of 

AGRICULTURE; 

348075,22 ha; 

29,7%

Total Area of Specially Protected Nature Territories 
except marine areas – 1’170’868 ha

Protected Areas of Latvia, ownership

Main Actors

Joint Stock Company “Latvijas valsts meži”

Subordinated Institutions to MoE

State Forest Service

Municipalities SOCIETY

Private landowners

Ministry of Defense

NGOs

Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development

Nature Conservation Agency

Main actors and their roles in decision-making

Nature Conservation Agency

� Financing

� Management planning

� Operational management

� Control

� Resource management

Nature Conservation Agency Nature Conservation Agency

Sigulda
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Nature Conservation Agency –
Functions

Coordination
of administration and management 

of protected areas 

Realization
of state policy of species & 

biotopes  protection

Carrying out
supervision of „The Convention 

on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora” (CITES) 

function realization

Maintain
records on scientific research in 

protected areas

implement
international projects in 

environmental 
protection, as well as 

monitor their 
implementation

coordinate and 
carry out
scientific research and 
monitoring in protected areas

organize
creating & renewing species 

and habitat conservation 
plans, as well as to promote 

implementation of plans

organize
optimal maintenance and 

renewal activities of 
protected species and 

habitats, as well as 
organize necessary 

measures

plan 
necessary conservation 
activities in protected 
nature areas;

issue
a statutory regulatory authorizations 
and reconciliations, including the 
Washington Convention "On 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora" 
(CITES) permits and certificates

control
of protected areas, as well as 
environmental protection 
regulations on compliance

organize & supervise 
process of creating & renewing nature 
conservation and restoration plans of 

protected areas, as well as to promote and 
coordinate implementation of plans

provide
public with information about 
protected areas and protection 
regime, as well as educate 
public about matters of 
environmental protection

promote
public (including landowners) 
involvement in protected 
areas management

Nature Conservation Agency –
Tasks

Main actors and their roles in decision-making

Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional 

Development

� Designation of PA

� Approval of management plans

� Financing

Main actors and their roles in decision-making

Subordinated institutions to MoE and State Forest 

Service

� Control

Main actors and their roles in decision-making

Joint Stock Company “Latvijas valsts meži” (30%)

� Financing

� Management planning

� Operational management

� Resource management

Main actors and their roles in decision-making

Private landowners and Municipalities

� Resource management

� Management planning

� Operational management
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Main actors and their roles in decision-making

Ministry of Defense

� Financing

� Management planning

� Operational management

Main actors and their roles in decision-making

NGOs

� Agreements

� Financing - projects

� Management planning

� Operational management

Main actors and their roles in decision-making

Society

� CONTROL

Types of Cooperation for PA’s governance

�Agreement of Leasing of state owned land (incl. for 
extraction of natural resources)

� Participation agreement (involvement of society; 
without a money)

�Agreement of cooperation

�Agreement of delegation

Examples

Lease of land

Ķemeri NP Foundation – leasing of land – grazing and 
mowing of grasslands – support from State for 

managing of biologically valuable grasslands

Examples II

Management

Management of camping sites by river Gauja
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Examples III

Participation agreement

“Ķemeru takas” Ltd. – project idea – old house place –
workshop for youth – recovery of ruins and managing or 
territory...

Examples IV

Cooperation

Ķemeri NP and Jūrmala City;

Agreement between Nature Conservation Agency and 8 
municipalities within Gauja NP to promote tourism in 
Gauja NP area.

Thank 
you

for
attention!

Nature Conservation Agency
Baznīcas iela 7, Sigulda, 
LV 2150 Latvia
Phone: +371 67509545; 
Fax: +371 67509544;
E-mail: daba@daba.gov.lv
Web: http://www.daba.gov.lv


