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EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section Members Assembly 2018
Time  11 April 2018 at 1330-1600 hours  

Venue  Finnish Nature Centre Haltia, Espoo, Finland

1 Opening

Stig Johansson, Director of International Affairs of Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland opened the  
meeting.

2 Words of Welcome

Timo Tanninen, Director of Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland welcomed all the participants and  
especially Carol Ritchie, EUROPARC Federation Executive Director, and Nele Sõber, EUROPARC Council 
Member from Estonia. He reminded the participants of the fact that the Nordic-Baltic Section was 
established already 15 years ago.

3 Greetings from the EUROPARC Headquarters

Carol Ritchie, Executive Director of the EUROPARC Federation shed light on the information sources  
on the EUROPARC website (www.europarc.org). The three guiding principles are: to support parks,  
to protect nature, and to bring people together. EUROPARC Vision Sustainable Nature: Valued by People 
is an ideal conversation opener: what is sustainable nature? And valued by whom?

The Sections are an essential part of the EUROPARC Federation work. There are about 400 member  
organisations and individual members from 37 countries. These member organisations manage  
thousands of protected areas.

The new Commissions are very important in harnessing the know-how within EUROPARC to benefit  
members. www.europarc.org/network/europarc-commissions/

Four Commissions with long-term goals deal with:
• Agriculture and Protected Areas: especially influencing in EU Common Agriculture Policy (CAP 

Reform issues, seeking partners in agriculture, collecting case studies from young farmers to show 
what the EUROPARC members do in the field, and publishing in February 2018 the  EUROPARC 
position paper European Protected Areas & Sustainable Agriculture: Working in  Partnership for 
Biodiversity and Rural Development. It introduces the role of Protected  Areas, illustrated by many 
successful examples of collaboration with farmers from the EUROPARC network. www.europarc.
org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Protected-Areas-and- Sustainable-Agriculture_Position-Paper_
EUROPARC.pdf

http://www.europarc-nb.org/
http://www.europarc.org/
http://www.europarc.org/network/europarc-commissions/
http://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Protected-Areas-and-Sustainable-Agriculture_Position-Paper_EUROPARC.pdf
http://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Protected-Areas-and-Sustainable-Agriculture_Position-Paper_EUROPARC.pdf
http://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Protected-Areas-and-Sustainable-Agriculture_Position-Paper_EUROPARC.pdf


EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section Finnish Presidency 2018-2020  Minutes, page 2 of 4  
Europarc-nb.org & Facebook.com/EuroparcNordicBalticSection

• Fedenatur/Periurban: was created when FEDENATUR, the European Association of Periurban  
Parks, joined the EUROPARC Federation in 2017, and it deals with issues of protected areas close  
to urban areas. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FEDENATUR_-_European_Association_of_Periurban_Parks 
Health and Protected Areas: produced a tool box on Health and Green Exercise.

• www.europarc.org/toolbox/health-green-exercise. The Commission will meet in September in 
Finnish Lapland. Carol Ritchie will also participate.

• Natura 2000 Areas. www.europarc.org/network/europarc-commissions/natura-2000-commission 

Shorter-term, task-focussed Commissions include Membership (that has already finished its task of 
updating membership structure), Communication and Marketing (will get its job done at the end of  
2018), and Financing (which will start soon).

The European Charter for Sustainable Tourism has been granted to 164 protected areas in 19  
countries. The Charter has been rebranded. www.europarc.org/sustainable-tourism

There are 300 potential Transboundary Certificate areas the EUROPARC countries. So far 
transboundary cooperation has been certified in 10 cross-border sites, some with two, some with 
three protected areas across national borders:
www.europarc.org/network/transboundary-network,    
www.europarc.org/toolbox/transboundary  

The Junior Ranger Programme is one of the focal activities of the Federation. This will be one of the 
topics during the seminar “Young People – Secret for Park Future” on 12 April, and at the  Europarc 
Conference in September in Scotland.

The Europarc Conference is the biggest protected area event in Europe. It will be organised in  
Cairngorms National Park in Scotland from 18 to 21 September 2018.

EUROPARC membership fees bring about half of the income of the Federation, the remainder  
comes from other sources, mostly projects.

EUROPARC project on capacity building will offer online learning opportunities for protected area  
managers.

The Members Assembly 2018

4 The Members Assembly was opened by Stig Johansson.

5 Election of the President of the EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section

Stig Johansson was elected as the President of the Nordic-Baltic Section. During the Finnish  
Presidency of 2018-2020, the Nordic-Baltic Section aims at generating added value to the members,  
helping the members to network for joint benefit, and helping the members to show the benefit that 
protected areas create to society.

6 Tour de Table

All the 20 participants from 6 countries presented themselves.

7 Updates from Members

• Juris Jatnieks of Latvia said that Latvia would welcome any support from the EUROPARC  
Federation and the Nordic-Baltic Section in CAP issues. One country cannot raise the importance  
of nature conservation and restoration alone to the level that is necessary to influence the CAP  
process.

• Nele Sõber told that Estonia will establish the 6thnational park in the eastern part of the  country. 
Of the present national parks in Estonia, Matsalu National Park is a Charter Park, and  Soomaa and 
Lahemaa National Parks are applying for certificates.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FEDENATUR_-_European_Association_of_Periurban_Parks
http://www.europarc.org/toolbox/health-green-exercise/
http://www.europarc.org/network/europarc-commissions/natura-2000-commission
http://www.europarc.org/network/europarc-commissions/natura-2000-commission
http://www.europarc.org/network/europarc-commissions/natura-2000-commission
http://www.europarc.org/sustainable-tourism
http://www.europarc.org/network/transboundary-network
http://www.europarc.org/toolbox/transboundary
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• Sven-Åge Westphalen told that Denmark has now 5 national parks which are established by the  
Minister of the Environment. The Danish Outdoor Council grants the certificates to the nature  
reserves that now number 8, but new ones are in the process to be established by NGOs and  
other organisations. The main challenge is getting private landowners committed to protecting  
nature.  

• Giedrius Norvaisas from Lithuania said that the forestry administration in Lithuania has 
been re-organised, and the nature conservation administration will probably be re-organised 
by the  summer of 2019. Giedrius reminded that Nordic-Baltic seminars could be organised 
together  with international projects, funded by EU or other external sources, as they did during  
Zemaitija National Park Presidency of the Nordic-Baltic Section.  

• Jolanta Uktverytė from  Lithuania said that there is no national organisation for nature and  
environmental education in Lithuania.  

• Evelina Selander of Sweden told that Lake Åsnen National Park, Sweden’s 30th, will be 
opened  on 25 May. Other national parks will be opened in the coming years and others will be  
expanded. After this programme the number of national parks will be 40.  

• Elena Bazhenova of Sweden seeks cooperation in the Charter II phase for Kullaberg Nature  
Reserve. They also need updated Charter II Guidelines for their project.  

• Timo Tanninen of Finland told there has been a reorganisation at Parks & Wildlife Finland with  
the aim of increasing efficiency. Before the parliament elections in 2019, the P&WF works to  get 
nature conservation included in the new government programme and more nature  conservation 
funds in the new government budget.  

• Stig Johansson conveyed the message from Norway, Olov Nord-Varhaug of Norwegian  
• Environment Agency had reported that the agency is undergoing reorganisation.    
• Carol Ritchie told that there is a new member in Norway: Norwegian Parks Association (Norske  

Parker). The association represents regional parks.   

8 Updates from Commissions, Carol Ritchie & Nele Sõber  

Carol Ritchie did the commissions update in her presentation. See chapter 3 of the minutes.  

Nele Sõber of Estonia told that, as a new Council member elected at 2017 Conference in Portugal,  
she has participated in two Council meetings. She also thanked Finland for helping promote her  
candidacy last year.  

At this year’s conference in Scotland, there will be a workshop on nature education. There will also  
be a health-themed mobile hiking trail.  

The Health and Protected Areas Commission has produced a toolbox, as was mentioned in chapter 3  
of the minutes. They will organise a health webinar in September during the Commission meeting in  
Finnish Lapland.  

9 Nordic-Baltic Section Activity Plan 2018-2020, Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen  

Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen, the Nordic-Baltic Section Coordinator, presented the Activity Plan 2018-2020  
(attached to the minutes). During Finnish Nordic-Baltic Presidency, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife  
Finland will send out a questionnaire before the Europarc Conference (18.-21.9.2018) to the  
membership to get their ideas on what kind of activities they wish to have during the three years.  

The Nordic-Baltic Section Presidency will seek project financing.  

There will two workshops with Nordic-Baltic involvement at the Europarc 2018 Conference:  
1) Nature Education and 2) Citizen Science together with Italy.  

Charter II Guidelines for the Nordic-Baltic Region  

The Nordic-Baltic Section will update the Charter II Guidelines for the Nordic-Baltic region. The  
Guidelines have not been updated since 2011, as they should have been every five years.   

Carol Ritchie told that no Charter Park in the Nordic-Baltic Section has applied these guidelines.  
There are also Spanish Guidelines that can be applied or consulted. The EUROPARC Federation can  
also participate in the update of the Charter II Guidelines for the Nordic-Baltic region. One should  
also notice that that the Charter Marketing has been updated since the Charter II Guidelines were   



EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section Finnish Presidency 2018-2020   Minutes, page 4 of 4 
Europarc-nb.org & Facebook.com/EuroparcNordicBalticSection  

made. The EUROPARC Federation will approve the Guidelines once they have been updated. All  
Charter Parks need to meet certain common requirements, but there can be regional criteria in  
addition to the common ones. When updating the Guidelines, it is important to look at the process  
and how it affects the partners.   

It was agreed that Elena Bazhenova from Kullaberg Nature Reserve of Sweden will coordinate the  
update and gather experience and thoughts from Charter Parks. Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen and Elena  
Bazhenova will meet online to further this project.  

Carol Ritchie reminded that the update will take time, so this should be considered by Kullaberg,  
who were planning to use the guidelines very soon. Sanna noted that there is no project funding for  
this work.   

Communication  

Carina Wennström will work as Nordic-Baltic Communicator together with the Section Coordinator  
Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen.  

The Nordic-Baltic Presidency will keep the members updated on Nordic-Baltic Section news and news 
from the Federation. Members will be informed by email of any news or other items put on  the 
Nordic-Baltic Section website www.europarc-nb.org.   

The Nordic-Baltic Section Facebook will be updated at: facebook.com/EuroparcNordicBalticSection.  

The pages for featured member parks will be updated, too, at europarc-nb.org/protected-areas.  

Nordic-Baltic members were asked to send information of seminars and webinars so that information  
can be disseminated to the Nordic-Baltic membership to Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen.  

Country Focal Point  

To be able to reach all the correct representatives of the member organisations, and individual  
members, the Nordic-Baltic President Stig Johansson proposed that a Country Focal Point would be  
nominated for all the eight countries within the Nordic-Baltic Section. Some countries (Latvia and  
Finland) have already introduced this system earlier. The proposal was approved, and some names  
were already given for several countries.

Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen, the Nordic-Baltic Coordinator, will ask those countries that did not give a name 
now to nominate a Country Focal Point, who would update the member list with necessary email 
addresses for each member or member organisation in their country, so that all members could be 
served by the Section and the Federation as well as possible.  

The Nordic-Baltic Section Activity Plan 2018-2020 was approved and the updated version will be  
disseminated members with these minutes.  

10 The meeting was concluded at 16.00 hours.  

Att: EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section Activity Plan 2018-2020  EUROPARC Federation Partnership 
Agreement with EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section (2016)   

http://www.europarc-nb.org/
http://facebook.com/EuroparcNordicBalticSection
http://europarc-nb.org/protected-areas


PROGRAMME

Date and time: Wednesday-Thursday 11-12 April 2018  
Venue: Finnish Nature Centre Haltia, Nuuksiontie 84, Espoo, in the Helsinki Metropolitan Area  

Wednesday 11 April 2018  

10.00-11.00  Transport to Haltia from West Terminal (Länsiterminaali 2, Tyynenmerenkatu 14)  

11.00-12.00  Transport to Haltia from Helsinki Airport, Terminals 1 and 2  
 
12.30-13.30  Lunch at Haltia Restaurant  

13.30-16.00  EUROPARC Nordic- Baltic Section Members Assembly  

Words of welcome  
Timo Tanninen, Director, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland  
Greetings from the EUROPARC Headquarters  
Carol Ritchie, Executive Director, EUROPARC Federation  
Members Assembly  
Stig Johansson, Director of International Affairs & NBS President

1.  Tour de Table
2.  Updates from Members
3.  Updates from Commissions, Carol Ritchie & Nele Sõber
4.  Nordic-Baltic Section Activity Plan 2018-2020
5.  Country Focal Point
6.  Other Business  

15.00  Coffee break

16.00-17.00  Accommodation and payment of rooms, Solvalla Sports Institute  

17.00-19.00  Presentation of exhibition Nature 2.17
Luonto 2.17 (Nature 2.17) is a unique exhibition, because its content and material were  
mainly created by 11-17-year-old ParkM8’s (park mates). Altogether 40 ParkM8s were chosen  
to each one of the 40 national parks, and the youngsters were given free rein to document  
their outdoor experiences, incidents and landscapes. The exhibitions present all the laughs,  
crises, food preparations, stumbles, outdoor tips and nightly experiences that the young  
ParkM8s endured with their friends. Petri Ryöppy, Finnish Nature Centre Haltia ParkM8s 
will be present to tell about their experiences
 

19.00-20.30 Dinner at Haltia Restaurant
20.30  Short evening hike in Nuuksio with a surprise!



Thursday 12 April 2018  

8.00-9.00  Breakfast at Haltia for those who stay overnight at Solvalla Sports Institute  

Seminar Young People ‒ Secret for Park Future

9.00-9.40  Young People and EUROPARC

9.40-10.00  EUROPARC Junior Ranger Program in Latvia: 
Development and Trends 

10.00-10.20  Junior Rangers Programme in National Parks of Estonia 

10.20-10.40  Nuuksio Junior Rangers and Youth

10.40-11.10  Coffee break

11.10-11.30  Haltia concept and Nature School in Haltia

11.30-11.50  Youth and Parks in Sweden

11.50-12.10  Young Nature Park Guides  

12.10-12.30  Discussion

12.30-12.40 Closing of the Event
 
12.40-13.30  Lunch at Haltia
13.30  Transport from Haltia to West Terminal (Länsiterminaali 2)  

13.30-14.30  Transport from Haltia to Helsinki Airport, T1

Meals in Haltia and transportation to and from Haltia is arranged and paid by the organiser  

13.30  Transport from Haltia to Kauppatori (Market Square)

14.40-17.15   Excursion to Suomenlinna World Heritage Site off the coastline of downtown  
Helsinki from Kauppatori Market

Coffee break included
16.20  Departure from Suomenlinna

16.35-17.20  Transport from Kauppatori Market to Helsinki Airport, T2

17.30-17.45  Transport Kauppatori Market to Länsiterminaali 2





..and cultural landscapes  









The work of the Federation  



Learning from each other  



LATEST NEWS  
FROM SWEDEN

Evelina Selander 
Evelina.selander@ 
naturvardsverket.se 

Swedish EPA   



What does the Swedish population think  
about nature and national parks?

To visit a National park gives me an enriched experience?   



What does the Swedish population think  
about nature and national parks?

What time a year did you visit a national park?



What does the Swedish population think  
about nature and national parks?

Write down three words that represents your national parks 
visit.



What does the Swedish population think  
about nature and national parks?

Did you tell your friend and relatives that you have visited a  
National park?



ESTABLISHING 
NEW NATIONAL PARKS





Why National parks?   

National parks protect 
Sweden´s most valuable 
and  beatiful nature. 
 
The national parks are the  
crown jewels among the  
protected areas.  

Everyone well worth a visit!  



Establishing new parks 
- ongoing work and coming



Ongoing work   

 • Åsnen in southern Sweden,  
Inaguration 25th of May 2018 

 • Vålådalen/Sylarna/Helags 
in Jämtland 

 • Bästeträsk on the island 
of Gotland 

 • Nämdöskärgården in  
Stockholm archipelago  



Swedens 30thnational park  
Åsnen national park  

Inauguration on the 25th 

of May 2018  

 • Area: 1873 ha, 
1390 ha water
 • One of Swedens oldest 

beechforest.
 • Almost 100 islands of 

different  size.



Björnlandet national park extended    

 • Established in 1991 
 • 2017: From 1143  

to 2369 ha  

 • 22 km marked trails and  
two huts for overnight 
staying 

 • The beautiful old pines,  
the marshy spruce 
forests  draped with beard 
lichen  and clear traces 
of past  forest fires make  
Björnlandet both a living,  
dynamic ecosystem and 
a  biological archive  
showcasing dramatic  
sequences of past events.  



Tiveden national park extended 
   
 • Established 1983 
 • 2017: From 1353 to  

2030 hektar  
 • 34 km marked trails  

Enjoy a sense 
of  wilderness in a 
hilly and wild forest 
landscape with  
dramatic rift valleys,  
beautiful woodland 
lakes,  giant boulders by 
Stenkälla, views from the  
Trollkyrkobergen 
mountains and the 
swimming area at Vitsand.



ACCESSIBILITY  



Accessibility   

 • Accessibility to nature and to  
knowledge and information as  
well as mental accessibility 

 • Accessibility for all visitors:  
What is necessary for 10% 
is  easier for 40% and is  
convenient for 100%  

 • We work long-term, prioritized  
and gradually.  



SUSTAINABLE TOURISM   



Sustainable tourism

 • Stronger focus on sustainable 
tourism 

 • How can we work to make 
sure we are well prepared for  
situations like for example on  
Iceland, with many visitors in  
the same area  



Sustainable tourism    



NATIONAL PROJECT ON  
SAAMI LAND RIGHTS AND  

PROTECTED AREAS 
2017-2019



National project on Saami land rights 
and protected areas  2017-2019 
Project objectives
 -To develop routines and guidance on consultation  

with reindeer herding cooperatives and other  
Saami stakeholders.

 -To clarify how Swedish nature conservation 
authorities when protecting nature and managing  
protected areas can promote the Saami people’s  
possibilities to maintain its culture and society.

 -To clarify Saami land rights and how these rights  
can be regulated in protected areas.

Contact: Ola Larsson, Naturvårdsverket  















Council & Commissions 
work
Nele Sõber
Environmental Board, Estonia



Council work 
Meetings: 

• Portugal – September 2017 
• Germany – October 2017 
• Spain – May 2018 
• Scotland – September 2018 
• 2 gotomeetings 

Representation: 
• Italy, November 2017 – Workshop on Citizens Science in Protected 

Areas Discussions on citizen science and volunteer monitoring activities in PAs. The 
goal is to foster PA citizen science networks and to produce a joint guide on citizen 
science in environmental monitoring in PAs. 

EUR OPARC Conference: 
• Workshop at EUROPARC Conference 2018 about nature education. 

Charter: 
• Assisting Soomaa and Lahemaa National Parks.



Council work 

• EUROPARC Handbook and Working Practices Policy 
• New members
• Charter for Sustainable Tourism management
• Overview of EUROPARC projects
• Regular reports from the Directorate



Health & Protected Areas Commission

http://www.europarc.org/toolkit-health-benefits-from-parks/  

http://www.europarc.org/toolkit-health-benefits-from-parks/


Agriculture & Protected Areas Commission
• Case studies (especially about young farmers) are collected to the 

Toolbox: www.europarc.org/toolbox/sustainable-agriculture/

www.europarc.org/european-policy-natura-2000/sustainable-agriculture/  
 
Policy paper „Protected Areas and Sustainable Agriculture – Working in  
Partnership for Biodiversity and Rural Development“  
http://www.europarc.org/european-policy-natura-2000/sustainable-agriculture/  

Main positions for future CAP: 
• Collectively, sustainable agriculture practices and PA management can 

nurture resilient rural areas and create living landscapes.
• The new CAP should pay specific attention to farmers who are acting 

within or close to PAs and Natura 2000 Sites, engaged in environment-
friendly agriculture and working in partnership with Protected Areas 
authorities, in order to recognise their work and reward their efforts.

https://www.europarc.org/toolbox/sustainable-agriculture/
https://www.europarc.org/european-policy-natura-2000/sustainable-agriculture/
http://www.europarc.org/european-policy-natura-2000/sustainable-agriculture/


Thank you!

nele.sober@keskkonnaamet.ee



EUROPARC NORDIC‐BALTIC SECTION ACTIVITY PLAN 2018‐2020

The EUROPARC Federation is the network for Europe’s natural and cultural heritage. The  
Federation works to improve the management of protected areas in Europe through  
international cooperation, exchange of ideas and experience, and by influencing policy.  

The EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section is one of eight regional and national units which have  
been established to make the work of the EUROPARC Federation more effective. It represents  
member organisations from the eight Nordic and Baltic countries: Denmark, Estonia, Finland,  
Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway and Sweden.

The main goal of the section is to promote exchange of information and expertise and  
encourage cooperation between the members, in order to improve the management of  
protected areas. The Section follows the key aims of the EUROPARC Federation and maintains  
active connections between the Section members and the EUROPARC Federation.

Coordination 2018-2020

Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland is the Nordic-Baltic Section coordinator for 2018-2020.
The coordination team include:  

 - Mr. Stig Johansson is the president. He works as Director of International Affairs within  
Parks & Wildlife Finland.  
Contact: stig.johansson@metsa.fi, tel. +358 40 578 4328  

 - Ms. Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen is the coordinator. She works as Senior Advisor with  
protected areas and historical sites in the Coastal and Metropolitan Area of Parks &  
Wildlife Finland. 
Contact: sanna-kaisa.juvonen@metsa.fi, tel. +358 40 774 3933

 - Ms. Carina Wennström is the communicator. She works as Senior Advisor in the  
Coastal and Metropolitan Area of Parks & Wildlife Finland as part of a team of experts  
on sustainability and management of recreation and tourism.  
Contact: carina.wennstrom@metsa.fi, tel. +358 40 179 8035  

 - Ms. Liisa Nikula is our liaison with EUROPARC Federation. She works as Senior Advisor   
in International Cooperation in Parks & Wildlife Finland. 
Contact: liisa.nikula@metsa.fi, tel. +358 40 528 8467

1   



ACTIVITY PLAN 2018‐2020

 - Sharing of information on upcoming events of interest to the Section members;  
 - Arranging of thematic seminars in cooperation with member organisations;  
 - Supporting and facilitating exchange of member organisation staff for capacity  

building and information exchange;  
 - Providing the members with help in finding project partners for projects within the  

Nordic-Baltic member countries and in relation with EUROPARC Federation and other  
EUROPARC sections; 

 - Actively seeking project funding possibilities for joint projects within the Section 
region;

 - Maintaining and strengthening the links between the Nordic-Baltic Section, the  
EUROPARC Federation and its other sections;  

 - Participation in EUROPARC work through Commissions, TransParcNet,   
 - Strengthening of cooperation with other Nordic-Baltic networks in nature  

conservation, such as the Nordic-Baltic Initiative (NorBalWet) of the Ramsar  
Convention on Wetlands.
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ACITIVITY PLAN 2018

Member activities
 - A questionnaire will be sent to all members to find out what type of activities members 

would like to have  
 - Members are asked to update their contact information in the EUROPARC member  

database by informing the Directorate which is the official controller of personal data  
according to the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  

Member meetings and seminars
 - Members Assembly and Seminar “Young People – Secret for Park Future”, 11-12 April,  

Finnish Nature Centre Haltia, Nuuksio National Park, Finland  
 - Members meeting during the EUROPARC Conference 2018, themed “European Parks:  
 - Inspired by the Next Generation”, Cairngorms National Park, Scotland, 18-21  

September  
Participation in EUROPARC activities

 - The Section is involved in the work and activities of the EUROPARC Federation 
Participation in Commission work Agriculture and Protected Areas Commission

Fedenatur/Periurban Commission
Health and Protected Areas Commission
Natura 2000 Commission
Participation in Transboundary Network
Participation in the annual Sections Meeting   

 - Nele Sõber from Estonia works as Councillor in the EUROPARC Council.  
 - The Section president and/or coordinator will participate, if possible, in meetings with  

the Federation and its sections and other meetings/seminars that are organised by the  
Nordic-Baltic Section members.  

Participation in the EUROPARC Conference 2018
 - Workshop “Nature education – protected areas as learning places“, organised by Nele  

Sõber (Estonia), participation by Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, 19 September  
14:00-18:00  

 - Workshop “People for nature: developing citizen science programmes in protected  
areas”, organised by Nordic-Baltic Section coordination, Federparchi and Ecopotential  
Project  

The European Charter of Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas Part II
 - Revision of the Guidelines for Implementing Part II of the Charter (working with  

tourism business partners) within the EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section



Communication activities  
 - Information will be sent via e-mail and/or posted on the Section website. If  

information is posted to the website, message with links to the site will be e-mailed to  
members.  

 - Maintenance and updating of the website contents will be carried out  
 - Information will be shared on the Section Facebook page  
 - All members will be asked to update description of protected areas and related  

information on the EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section web site  
 - Members are encouraged to send relevant information about their activities and  

protected areas to be posted on the web site or on Facebook page  
 - Web site: www.europarc-nb.org
 - Facebook: www.facebook.com/EuroparcNordicBalticSection/  

 
Important dates in 2018   
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February - -
2 World Wetlands Day 2018: Wetlands for a 

Sustainable Urban Future -

March - -
18‐21 Siggen Seminar: Interpreting natural heritage, as 

part of our cultural identity in Europe’s 
Protected Areas, in partnership with Interpret 
Europe 

Gut Siggen, Germany 

23-26 Interpret Europe Annual Conference “Heritage 
and Identity” 

Kőszeg, Hungary 

April - -
26 Wildfire webinar: Rising from the ashes – wildfire 

conversation, research and prevention in the UK 
and beyond 

EUROPARC webinar: http://www.
europarc.org/tools-and-training/
europarc-webinars/ 

May - -
4 Deadline for Alfred Toepfer Natural Heritage 

Scholarships  -

4 Wildfire webinar: Adding fuel to the fire: the 
pivotal role of Fire Operations Groups (FOGs) in 
wildfire fighting 

EUROPARC webinar: http://www.
europarc.org/tools-and-training/
europarc-webinars/ 

24 European Day of Parks 2018: Cultural Heritage-
It’s in Our Nature!  -

June - -
5-8 TransParcNet 2018: “Bridges over troubled water 

– Nature protection of river landscapes” 
Podyjí National Park, Czech Republic 
and Thayatal National Park, Austria 

September - --
2 Nordic Wetlands Day 2018 -
18‐21 EUROPARC Conference 2018, themed “European 

Parks: Inspired by the Next 
Generation”  

Cairngorms National Park, Scotland 

- Section meeting during the EUROPARC 
Conference -

www.europarc-nb.org
www.europarc-nb.org
www.facebook.com/EuroparcNordicBalticSection/
http://www.europarc.org/tools-
http://www.europarc.org/tools-
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