EUROPARC NORDIC-BALTIC SECTION MEMBERS MEETING

Date and time: Wednesday 25 September 2019, 18:40-20:00

Venue: Jurmala SPA Hotel, room “Aspazija” (11th floor), EUROPARC
Conference 2019, Kemeri National Park, Latvia Participants: See the
participants list in Annex 2

1 Opening of the meeting

The EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section (NBS) President Stig Johansson welcomed

all members and opened the meeting. He thanked the Latvians for the wonderful
programme in the morning. He also thanked Elena and the Swedes for organisation of
the Members Assembly in Kullaberg Nature Reserve in the spring 2019.

The agenda of this meeting is attached as Annex 1.

2 Presentation of EUROPARC Climate Change Task Force

Olivier de Sadeleer presented the EUROPARC Climate Change Task Force. He participated
in the beginning of the meeting to make his presentation. Olivier is based in

the EUROPARC office in Brussels. The background of the Climate Change Task Force

is a LIFE Climate Action project called “Natur’Adapt” in which EUROPARC, Réserves
Naturelles de France, and eight other partners work together to find new methodology
to integrate climate change variables into management of protected areas. The vision
of the project is that it is possible to transform this challenge into an opportunity to
innovate and support positively nature conservation practice. The role of EUROPARC is
to be an interface between the LIFE project and EUROPARC members. Information about
the project can be found in the EUROPARC web pages:
https://www.europarc.org/about-us/europarc-projects/

The Climate Change task force will be composed of up to 8 participants, protected area
managers and experts from across Europe, a representative from Reserves Naturelles de
France and a EUROPARC project manager, who takes care of the coordination.

This Task Force is established:

e To provide advice and bring further expertise within the Natur’Adapt project;

e To contribute to raising awareness among decision-makers and EU institutions about
Climate Change impact on biodiversity and needs for adaptation strategies;

o To provide guidance and promote action for Climate Change Adaptation within the
European network of protected areas.

The call for applications for the Climate Change Task Force was open for EUROPARC
members. Olivier said that if there are any interested candidates, there is still time to
be in contact with him directly (o.desadeleer@europarc.org).

Case studies and tool kits will be developed, and a seminar held in Siggen, Germany in
2020 in climate change theme. Also, webinars are to be presented.

Stig also urged any members that have any issues dealing with climate change and
protected areas to be in contact with Olivier. Olivier said that they are creating a
database of experts on climate change. All interested in this should contact Olivier
directly.

It was discussed that climate change could be viewed as an opportunity for European
nature as through discussions on climate change also other issues dealing with nature can
be brought to the table, such as biodiversity loss and Post 2020 biodiversity agenda. Stig
emphasised that now it is the time to influence biodiversity policies as Post 2020
agenda is being developed and negotiated. An Open-ended Working Group on the
Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework has been established in the context of the
Convention on Biological Diversity. The global Post 2020 biodiversity agenda will affect
work in protected areas as it will affect national policies regarding biodiversity and
protected areas. It will also have an effect in European Union policies thus affecting
work in the protected areas in the European Union. Stig urged all members to be active
and present any ideas they have on the issue.


https://www.europarc.org/about-us/europarc-projects/

Tour de Table

There were 31 participants representing the eight Nordic-Baltic Section countries. The
participants list is attached as Annex 2.

Stig Johansson asked representatives of the eight Nordic-Baltic Section countries to
present an update on the most important issues regarding protected areas and nature
conservation in their countries.

Sweden, Evelina Selander

The “Greta Thunberg” effect is strong in Sweden. Sustainable tourism is a popular
topic, especially over-tourism is widely discussed.

Denmark, Jan Woolhead

Denmark has a new government that seems to be more interested in nature
protection than the earlier one. 15 000 people attended a meeting on nature
protection earlier this year.

Estonia, Kaja Lotman

The most important event in 2019 was an international junior ranger camp in
Lahemaa National Park. A life project “Communication in nature conservation”
was started. This could be presented in the Members Assembly in April 2020. The
Environmental Board of Estonia has a new general director. In 2020, Estonia will
celebrate 110 years of nature conservation.

Latvia, Andris Sirovs and Rolands Auzin$

The Nature Conservation Agency of Latvia has no director general at the moment.

In 2018, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development OECD made

a control in Latvia and found out that the system of biodiversity management is not
good, the governance system needs to be improved (problems: lack of financial and

human resources). There will be a new director general and maybe a merge of some
existing agencies into a new organization.

Lithuania, Ramunas Lydis

Lithuania has a new Minister of Environment who is a veterinarian. There is a LIFE
Integrated Project running but there are no results yet. There was a big festival in
Zemaitija National Park earlier this year for families and children.

Norway, Kirsten Thyrum

The municipalities are now responsible for the 40 national parks in Norway. There will
be an evaluation made of how this works. The state does not have direct influence on
protected area management as it is done in the local level, but the county level and
Sami Parliament are involved in the management. Nature protection will get some
more resources from the state. In 2020, visitor management plans will be made in all
national parks.

« Iceland, René Biasone

Iceland has a new government in which the Prime Minister and the Minister of the
Environment and Natural Resources are from the Left-Green Movement. The Ministry
of the Environment and Natural Resources is improving management of protect
areas. Also, improvement of sustainable tourism infrastructure is ongoing. There
was no increase in tourism numbers this year. There are three institutions working in
protected area management: it is possible that these will be merged together. There
are efforts in protecting areas from energy exploitation.

Vatnajokull National Park became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2019. There will
be a conference on tourism in November 2020. There is a proposal for a new park
covering all the highlands.

¢ Finland, Stig Johansson

Finland has a new government and the policy programme looks favourable for
Metsahallitus Parks and Wildlife Finland. According to the first budget proposal,
there will be more money for nature protection in Finland. Metsahallitus Parks &
Wildlife Finland needs money urgently in order to cover a gap in nature conservation
management in protected areas as well as management gap in protected area
infrastructure. Last year the “Red List of Ecosystems” and the “Red List of Species”
were published, unfortunately both habitats and species are degrading. IUCN
approaches were used in these assessments.



4 Updates from the Council, Nele Sober, EUROPARC Council member

EUROPARC is growing, there are now 417 members in 40 counties. It is important to note
that members who do not pay their fees cannot vote in the General Assembly. In the
Nordic-Baltic Section there are 7-8 members that have not paid the EUROPARC member
fee.

The year 2020 is an election year and new EUROPARC Council members and president will
be elected. It would be important to have a common candidate from the Nordic-Baltic
Section. Nele will not continue in the Council in the next term.

Overall, the EUROPARC budget has increased. At the moment, there are 6 projects
running which has caused some cash flow problems.

EUROPARC is working on how to be more efficient, trying new ways to hold meetings, e.g.
smaller decisions are now taken in online meetings. The EUROPARC Council has one face-
to-face meeting in the spring and one during the EUROPARC Conference. Other meetings
are held online. It is important still to have face-to-face meetings, maybe it would be good
to have them so that the Council could also meet members at the same time.

Marta Mugica from EUROPARC Spain represents Sections in the Council.

EUROPARC Strategy consultations will be made in 2020. The new strategy will be ready in
2021. The Sections will be involved in the consultations and it is important that Nordic-
Baltic members take part in the process.

Fundraising will increase, the goal is to raise 200 000 € from private sources.

EUROPARC is looking for new members.

EUROPARC asks the members to “share and like” in social media.

5 Updates from the Commissions and Transboundary Parks Programme

Agriculture and Protected Areas, Kaja Lotman

Kaja’s presentation is as Annex 3.

The Commission has produced a draft and given final recommendations to the EUROPARC
Federation for the creation of a new EUROPARC tool to support partnerships between
protected areas and farmers. The EUROPARC Federation Partnership Scheme for
Sustainable Farming and Natural Protected Areas is a practical management methodology
that enables Protected Areas to improve partnership with farmers to develop sustainable
agriculture in the territory. If NBS members are interested to pilot this tool, please contact
Kaja.

Regarding the new Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) of the European Union, the Pesticide
Action Network urges the Member States to reduce their dependency on pesticides. Also,
the EKLIPSE Expert Working Group report states that a clear distinction should be made
between those measures that are effective in protecting or enhancing biodiversity, and
those that primarily serve other purposes such as nitrogen fixation or soil protection when
it comes to the CAP.

European Bee award is awarded by the European Landowners’ Organization ELO. Project
DYNAVERSITY analyses and describes the actors involved in plant genetic conservation

for agriculture in order to suggest management and governance models and to construct
new forms of networking. It facilitates exchange and integration of scientific as well as
practical knowledge on how to best manage diversity in agriculture and in the entire

food chain, restoring evolutionary and adaptation processes. Farmers are working in
monocultures: it is important to diversify for biodiversity.



A regional platform seminar in the framework of the EU Platform on Coexistence
between People and Large Carnivores was held in Grosseto in Italy. Kaja suggested
to start with Nordic-Baltic regional platform on large carnivores.

Fedenatur/Periurban Commission, Annukka Rasinmaki

Annukka’s presentation is as Annex 4.

Periurban parks are natural or rural protected sites, including Natura 2000 sites,
that are located in the outskirts of cities.

A EUROPARC Federation policy paper “Periurban Parks. Their place in EU Policies”
was launched. The policy paper can be found in the EUROPARC web site:
https://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Periurban-Parks-and-EU-
policies_ EUROPARCfederation.pdf

Toolkit “Public Use Design & Management in Periurban Parks” is being developed.
The toolkit will present practical advice on design and management measures to
host different kind of users, to avoid conflicts among them and to reduce impact on
biodiversity. There will be special emphasis in massive use and in mountain biking.
The work is scheduled to be ready in 2020.

Please do not hesitate to contact Annukka if you have any ideas on periurban parks.
It would be important to involve NBS members in the work of the Commission as
the emphasis at the moment is in the Southern Europe.

Health and Protected Areas Commission, Joel Erkkonen

Joel’s presentation is as Annex 5.

The Commission’s mission is to develop the agenda of Health and Protected Areas

on behalf of EUROPARC Federation. The Commission prepares material to help
members by collecting information and examples of good practice. There are two
NBS members in the Commission: Joel and Nele.

The Commission has Skype meetings and will have a face-to-face meeting in
Scotland 23-25 October 2019. A webinar will be broadcasted on 24 October 2019.
The Commission has developed a Healthy Parks, Healthy People Europe programme
as well as a communique for the EUROPARC Conference 2019. Also, three workshops
on health theme for the Conference have been prepared.

Natura 2000 Commission, Matti Hovi

The Commission is collecting case studies of management of Natura 2000 sites
using an online standard form to do this. The themes they are working on include
sustainable agriculture and coexistence with large carnivores. The Commission also
organises webinars. A webinar on habitat restoration/invasive alien species will be
presented at the end of this year.

Transboundary Parks Programme, Riina Tervo

The annual TransParcNet meeting was held in the transboundary park Oulanka-
Paanajarvi in Finland and Russia.

There are two new transboundary areas as candidates to become EUROPARC
transboundary parks. One of them is from NBS region (Halti Finland-Norway).
There was a webinar in March 2019 on the theme of large carnivores in
transboundary parks. In 2020, there will be an analysis on how well the strategy
plan has been implemented.

Stig emphasised that it is important to have people from the NBS region in the
Commissions. He also urged all members to be active in participating in the work of
the Commissions through the NBS members present in the Commissions.


https://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Periurban-Parks-and-EU-policies_EUROPARCfederation.pdf
https://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Periurban-Parks-and-EU-policies_EUROPARCfederation.pdf

6 Updates from the Nordic-Baltic Section Coordination

Updates from Sections meeting 5 September 2019 and from Sections and Council
meeting on 24 September 2019, Stig Johansson EUROPARC Sections had an online
meeting on 5 September and a face-to-face meeting on 24 September (together with the
EUROPARC Council). Stig and Sanna attended the meetings. The topic of the meetings
was the process for the EUROPARC strategy and how Sections can participate in the
process. It was discussed that all sections should have meetings to discuss the strategy.
Most work will be done in 2020. Metsahallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland offered to host a
meeting of the EUROPARC Sections in 2020.

Stig asked all the members to read, comment and be active in the development of the
EUROPARC strategy.

Country Focal Points, Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen

Sanna pointed out that the Focal Points for Iceland and Norway are missing. It was
decided that the members in each country will discuss this and will let Sanna know who
the Country Focal Points will be.

UPDATE DURING THE EUROPARC CONFERENCE 2019:

The coordination was informed during the EUROPARC Conference that the
following persons are the Country Focal Points for Iceland and Norway:

« Iceland: David Hansson

o Norway: Kirsten Thyrum

The NBS Coordination is very happy that now each country has a Country Focal Point.
The Coordination will ask the Country Focal Points to help update the NBS members list
from their countries. Sanna will send the current members list of each country to the
Country Focal Points.

Next coordinator of the Nordic-Baltic Section 2021-2023, Stig Johansson

It might be good if the NBS coordination had a thematic issue for the next coordination
period. It would be important to prepare a project and search for funding in order to
help with joint actions. Metsahallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland could work on this with
the next coordinator. It would be good to decide the coordinator as soon as possible.
Denmark is one option as the next coordinator. Jan Woolhead will talk with other Danish
members.

UPDATE DURING THE EUROPARC CONFERENCE 2019:

Evelina Selander of the Swedish Environment Protection Agency had offered that
they could take on the coordination. In further discussion during the Conference,
it was decided that the Swedish EPA would be proposed as the next coordinator
for the NBS.

Next Members Assembly, Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen

The next Members Assembly will be held on 21-23 April 2020 in Finnish Lapland. Some
NBS members had hoped to have a meeting in the north. The venue is Pyha-Luosto Visitor
Centre Naava, Luontotie 1, Pyhatunturi (Pelkosenniemi), Finland (please see Annex 6).
The closest airport and railway station is in Rovaniemi. There will be organised transport
from Rovaniemi to Pyhatunturi. Travelling information will be sent as soon as possible.
EUROPARC Strategy will be discussed during the meeting.

The coordination welcomes all members to participate.



7 Any other business and closing of the meeting

Nele will give the Country Focal Points the list of members of their country that have not
paid their fees. Maybe the Country Focal Points can help with this issue.

Annexes

Annex 1 Agenda

Annex 2 Participants of the meeting

Annex 3 Presentation of work of Agriculture and Protected Area Commission by Kaja Lotman
Annex 4 Presentation of work of Fedenatur/Periurban Commission by Annukka Rasinmaki
Annex 5 Health and Protected Areas Commission by Joel Erkkonen

Annex 6 Presentation of venue for the EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Members Assembly 2020



Annex 1. Agenda of the meeting

EUROPARC NORDIC-BALTIC SECTION MEMBERS MEETING

Date and time: Wednesday 25 September 2019, 18:40-20:00

Venue: Jurmala SPA Hotel, room “Aspazija” (11th floor), EUROPARC Conference
2019, Kemeri National Park, Latvia

AGENDA

18:40-18:45 Opening of the meeting

» Stig Johansson, President EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section,
Metsdhallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland

18:45-18:55 Tour de Table

18:55-19:00 Updates from the Council
= Nele Sé6ber, EUROPARC Council

19:00-19:40 Updates from the Commissions and Transboundary Parks Programme
(5 min each)

¢ Agriculture and Protected Areas, Kaja Lotman
e Fedenatur/Periurban, Annukka Rasinmdki

e Health and Protected Areas, Joel Erkkonen

e Natura 2000 Areas, Matti Hovi

e Transboundary Parks Programme, Riina Tervo
e Climate Change Task Force

19:40-19:55 Updates from the Nordic-Baltic Section Coordination
¢ Updates from Sections meeting 5 September 2019
¢ New EUROPARC Strategy
e Country Focal Points
e Next coordinator of the Nordic-Baltic Section 2021-2023
¢ Next Members Assembly:
= Date: 21-23 April 2020
» Venue: Pyha-Luosto Visitor Centre Naava, Luontotie 1, Pyhatunturi
(Pelkosenniemi), Finland
» Theme: to be discussed

19:55-20:00 Any other business and closing of the meeting
» Stig Johansson, President EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section



The work of Comission of
Agriculture

Kaja Lotman

Environmental Board

EUROPARC conference
Kemeri NP, 25.09.2019



FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS TO EUROPARC Federation

FOR THE CREATION OF THE NEW EUROPARC’S TOOL TO
SUPPORg PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN PROTECTED AREAS AND
FARMER

elaborated by the EUROPARC Commission for Agriculture in
Protected Areas 30.04.2019

What is it?

TheEUROPARC Federation Partnership Scheme for Sustainable Farming and
Natural ProtectedAreas is a practical management methodology that enables
Protected Areas to improve partnership with farmers to develop sustainable
agriculture in the territory.

* It is NOT a c ertification of standard of sustainability of the agriculture, or of
the quality of the products.

* EUROPARC will award and give visibility to the work done by Protected Areas
and farmers in improving their partnership following this methodology.



EUROPARC is looking for opportunities to present a project
for the Charter/Scheme/Tool, based on our recommendation
document. We are exploring the interest of some donors. We

will keep you informed.



Shared information in the list of CAg

. Pesticide Action Network preparedthedocument for the Strategic Plans that Member States will
have to prepare for the new CAP:
MEMBER STATES SHOULD USE THE NEW STRATEGIC PLANS TO SERIOUSLY REDUCE
DEPENDENCY ON PESTICIDES

. EKLIPSE Expert Working Group report

Understanding farmer uptake of measures that support biodiversity and ecosystem services in
the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)

A clear distinction should be made between those measures that are effective in protecting or enhancing
biodiversity, and those that primarily serve other purposes such as nitrogen fixation or soil protection. It
would form a basis for designing and implementing robust results-orientedpayments.

. European Bee award 2019 (ELO) Maybe next year...

. Project Dynaversity: DYNAVERSITY analyses and describes the actors involved in plant genetic conservation
for agriculture in order to suggest management and governance models and to construct new

forms of networking. It facilitates exchange and integration of scientific as well as practical knowledge on how
to best manage diversity in agriculture and in the entire food chain, restoring evolutionary and adaptation
processes.

. EU workingplatformon lagre carnivores — regional platform in Grosetoltaly
Why not to start with Nordic-Baltic regionaal platform?



“How can nature-based solutions,
innovation and traditional
knowledge, support biodiversity
and farmers’ income in Protected
Areas?” WS 2.2

https://www.europarc2019.com/workshops/



https://www.europarc2019.com/workshops/

Thank you!



Periurban Commission

Europarc conference Latvia 2019 - Nordic-Baltic Section meeting

Annukka Rasinmaki
Metsahallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland



What is Periurban Commission?

Periurban parks - as they are referred to - are natural or
rural protected sites, including Natura 2000 sites, that are
located in the outskirts of cities

® Overall Mission: To prepare a strategy and workplan that will set

priorities of the periurbanagenda of work within the EUROPARC
Federation

®* Members:
Chair -Maria Marti,Parc de Collserola (ES)
Europarc Directorate, Project and Police Development Manager
Teresa Pastor
RiccardoGini, Parco Nord Milano (IT), Anne Huger, Arche de la
Nature(FR), Alberto Girani, Parco di Portofino (IT),
NikosPangas, Mt Hymettus Aesthetic Forest (GR), Annukka
Rasinmaki, Metsahallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland (FI)

® Europarc.org/periurban-parks



Policy paper launching in Latvia

Periurban Parks - their place in EU Policies



Toolkit under work

Toolkit - Public Use Design & Management in
Periurban Parks

Practical advice on design and management
measures to host different kind of users, avoid
conflicts among them and reduce impact on
biodiversity.

Special emphasis in massive use and in
mountain biking

Schedule: Ready 2020



Thank You

annukka.rasinmaki@metsa.fi
Member of Periurban Commission

Metsahallitus Parks and Wildlife Finland



‘
METSAHALLITUS

www.metsa. fi
www. luontoon.fi
www.retkikartta.fi

www.facebook.com/metsahallitus
www. twitter.com/metsahallitus


www.facebook.com/metsahallitus
www.twitter.com/metsahallitus
www.metsa.fi
www.luontoon.fi
www.retkikartta.fi

Updates from the Health & Protected
Areas Commission 2s September 2019, Jirmala, Latvia

Joel Erkkonen
Parks & Wildlife Finland




Mission of the =l

EUR
CONFERENCE
2019, LATVIA

Commission...

» To develop the agenda of Health and Protected Areas on
behalf of EUROPARC Federation

» The Health & Protected Areas Commission prepares material
to help members

=collects information and examples of good practice

Healthy places support healthy people



Who we are?

Peter Rawcliffe

Scottish Natural Heritage (UK)
Carles Castell

Diputacié de Barcelona (ES)

Joel Erkkonen

Metsahallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland (F1)
Bridget Finton

Scotthis Natural Heritage (UK)
Liesbeth Van Gysegem
Regional Landscapes Limburg (BE)
Nele Sober

Estonian Environmental Board (EE)
Carol Ritchie

EUROPARC Fedetarion (UK)

“Carol and the Commissioners”

-

@

EUROPARC
CONFERENCE
2019, LATVIA



What are we domg'? ”%z:::ﬁ::::u

2019, LATVIA

- Skype meetings

- Collected case studies

- Developed a Healthy Parks, Healthy People —
Europe programme

- Prepared three workshops about health theme
for this conference

- Prepared a communique for this conference

- Face-to-f ace meeting in Scotland 23"-25"Qct
2019 Webinar 24"Oct

“Webinar on air”



Thank youl!

www.europarc.org/toolkit-health-benefits-from-parks/



www.europarc.org/toolkit-health-benefits-from-parks/

https://www.nationalparks.fi/
pyha-luostovisitorcentre/visit



https://www.nationalparks.fi/
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