
EUROPARC NORDIC-BALTIC SECTION MEMBERS’ MEETING

Date and time: Wednesday 16 December 2020
  at 09:00-11:00 in Iceland
  at 10:00-12:00 in Denmark, Norway and Sweden
  at 11:00-13:00 in Estonia, Finland, Latvia and Lithuania
Venue: On-line meeting via Zoom of EUROPARC 
 

1.   Opening of the meeting

The EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section (NBS) President Stig Johansson welcomed all 
members and opened the meeting at 10.01 CET.
The agenda of the meeting is attached as Annex 1.
Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen, NBS Coordinator, gave technical information about how to conduct 
the online meeting using the Zoom system.

1.   Updates from the Council, Nele Sõber, EUROPARC Council member

EUROPARC Federation is financially ok. There were two resignations from Norway and 
one from Denmark. The one in Denmark is the Ministry of Environment and Food. Matsalu 
National Park in Estonia was re-awarded the European Charter for Sustainable Tourism. 
Soomaa National Park in Estonia was awarded the Charter for the first time as was 
Söderåsen National Park in Sweden.
Drafting of the new EUROPARC Strategy will start in the beginning of the next year. The 
Council sends each year an email to those members who have not paid their membership 
fees. The members are encouraged to pay their fees as soon as possible as this affects the 
EUROPARC Federation’s finances. There are members from Denmark, Norway and Sweden 
that have not paid yet. EUROPARC is working to improve their invoicing system.

1.   Updates from Members

There were 24 participants representing seven of the eight Nordic-Baltic Section 
countries and two participants from the EUROPARC Directorate.

Stig Johansson asked the Country Focal Points of the Nordic-Baltic Section countries to 
present an update on the most important issues regarding protected areas and nature 
conservation in their countries.

•  Estonia, Nele Sõber and Kaja Lotman 
There is a new minister.
Forestry continues to be a big issue in Estonia. There are issues with logging and 
many disputes about what is allowed to be done and what is not. Wolf hunting is also 
an issue that is being discussed. Hunting permits for 140 wolves were already  issued 
but an NGO filed a complaint and now permits for 72 wolves are issued for this and 
the next hunting season. Environmental issues are being politized in the society.
The Environmental Board and the Environmental Inspectorate will be merged into a 
new organisation starting 1 January 2021.
A new LIFE project’s concept note was approved. The project is about wooded 
meadows.
The spruce bark beetle continues to be an issue as well.
There will be a celebration of 30 years of nature conservation cooperation between 
Estonia and Finland next year. Nele is coordinating this on the Estonian side.
Kaja Lotman: Lahemaa National Park will celebrate its 50thanniversary next year.
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	• Denmark, Jan Woollhead
The Ministry of Environment and Food was split into two ministries: Ministry of 
Environment and Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries.
There will be more money for nature conservation.
There is a new category of protected areas: nature national parks. Next year there 
will be two of these parks and in the future 13 more. The idea for this came from 
the Danish Society for Nature Conservation.
There will be 750 km2in which no timber harvest is allowed.
There is a discussion on a biodiversity law. An expert panel will be set up to 
determine this. Nature conservation law already exists.
An assessment of marine protected areas was done according to the IUCN Protected 
Area Management Categories. Jan participated in this. All protected areas were 
assessed to see it they fulfil the IUCN definition of a protected area. The result was 
that 60% of marine protected areas fulfil the IUCN criteria. The main problem is 
fishery with sea-bottom trawls.
Denmark will be a framework partner for IUCN again.
The National Nature meeting was online this year with 14 000 participants.
More people are enjoying nature in Denmark.

	• Finland, Stig Johansson
There have been more people in the parks in Finland and due to this there have been 
some problems.
The government is pro nature conservation. However, the Covid-19 pandemic causes 
pressure on economy. Fortunately, at least resources for 2021 are secured.
The establishment of two new national parks has started with preliminary studies.
One potential national park is in the north-eastern part of Finland and the other in 
the southern part.
There have been changes in direction of Metsähallitus, Parks & Wildlife Finland: Stig 
and former Deputy Director Arto Ahokumpu have retired. Both have been active in 
international cooperation. The Director of Parks & Wildlife Finland, Timo Tanninen, 
will retire and will be succeeded by a new director starting in February 2021.
There are two long term programmes to finance nature conservation: Metso Forest 
Biodiversity Programme for Southern Finland that is a programme for voluntary 
forest protection and Helmi that is a programme to protect priority habitats. Helmi 
started this year and is based on the priority habitats identified in the Red list of 
Ecosystems of Finland.
National guidance on other effective area-based conservation measures (OECMs) of 
the Convention on Biological Diversity should be finished by early next year.

	• Iceland, Davíð Örvar Hansson
Three new small protected sites were established. There are eight ongoing nature 
conservation projects by the Environment Agency of Iceland. The proposed new 
Highland National Park has generated a huge debate in Iceland. It will be discussed 
in the Parliament and it is not certain that it will pass. Some people are afraid that 
the NP would reduce free travel in Iceland as it is a huge proportion of Iceland.
There are three institutions that manage protected areas and there was an idea to 
have just one. This has now been put aside and the three institutions continue as 
they were since there was no support in the Parliament for the merger.
There will be elections next year so the current minister is trying to do as much as 
he can for nature conservation.
The parks in Iceland rely heavily on tourism and at the moment there is no money 
from tourism, and this has resulted in cutbacks, e.g. for staff.

	• Latvia, Rolands Auziņš  and Agnese Balandina
Over summer, there were discussions of a merger between the Nature Conservation 
Agency of Latvia and the State Environmental Inspectorate. However, the merger is 
not going to happen but there will be some changes in the tasks of the institutions.
There is no minister at the moment.
Latvia has been successful in getting new projects and people from the Nature 
Conservation Agency have left to work in projects as the situation has been so 
uncertain with the merger.
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The Nature Conservation Agency has good cooperation with Finland and other 
countries. The cooperation with Finland has been on visitor monitoring system.
Agnese Balandina: There will be a proper visitor monitoring system in Latvia.
Thanks to the Finnish colleagues for the help.

	• Lithuania, Giedrius Norvaišas and Lina Dikšaitė
There is a new government and a new minister for the environment. There is now a 
lot of help for nature conservation.
All events are now online and digital.
There is work ongoing to raise public awareness for nature protection initiatives.
In Zemaitija National Park, two solar panels were installed for the administration 
building and the Cold War Museum. There are projects ongoing which has allowed to 
buy necessary equipment for the park. There are now retired people working in  the 
park as volunteers.
Lina Dikšaitė:  There is help from the new minister and better communication than 
before. All actions for environmental control are now in the Nature Protection 
Agency and this means that the National Park administration cannot do control 
actions anymore.

	• Sweden, Maano Aunapuu Conny Jacobson and Linda Sörnäs
In Sweden, the Green Party is in the government so there are resources for nature 
conservation and thus a lot of nature conservation work is ongoing. 35 Million Euros 
have been allocated for nature conservation. Wetlands are important. There are two 
national parks in the pipeline.
For Sweden, the work with the Biodiversity Strategy of the European Union and the 
Convention on Biological Diversity is important.
Conny Jacobson will continue working with the Nordic-Baltic Section on issues of 
biodiversity. Linda Sörnäs works on tourism and recreation issues with the 32 visitor 
centres in Sweden. It is important to exchange information among NBS members.

4.  Updates from the Commissions and Transboundary Parks Programme

Natura 2000 Commission, information given by Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen on behalf of 
Federico Minozzi from EUROPARC
Sanna informed that Federico could not attend the meeting as planned and transmitted 
his apologies. Contribution from members of Nordic-Baltic Section is needed in the 
Commission. The Commission welcomes any interested members to be in touch. They 
are looking for a person that has a broader perspective of Natura 2000 management, 
not  just expertise on a certain habitat or a species. They are also interested to hear 
from  members what are their interests and needs regarding the Commission work in the 
future.
Sanna said that it would be important to have representation of NBS in the Commission  
to give a more northern perspective to the work.

Agriculture and Protected Areas, Kaja Lotman 
The presentation by Kaja is as Annex 3.
The work of the Commission was done via emails and virtual conversations. In January 
2021, there will be guidance for protected areas on how to be active in the process of 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) of the European Union. The Commission is looking for 
information on how protected areas are already involved in the CAP processes in their 
countries and regions. E.g. in France, Wallonia in Belgium and Portugal protected areas 
are involved in the process. The Commission is asking any members who are involved in 
the CAP process to be in touch.
The Commission participates and shares information about discussions in Brussels on CAP 
progress.
The Commission participates in the EU Platform on Large Carnivores. The numbers of 
large carnivores are increasing in Europe and so are the conflicts.
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Climate Change Task Force, Santtu Kareksela 
The presentation by Santtu is as Annex 4.
The Climate Change Task Force is closely linked with the Natur’Adapt LIFE project. Their 
task is to translate technical needs into a strategic vision for European and national pol-
icy makers regarding climate change and protected areas. Participants of the Task Force 
are experts on climate change and on biodiversity.
This year the Task Force has had online meetings once a month.
Protected areas can stop land use changes, but their borders cannot stop climate change. 
Protected areas need to adapt to climate change. The Task Force is working on  how to do 
that.
The Task Force has had a meeting with representatives from the Directorate-General for 
Environment (DG Environment) and Directorate-General for Climate Action (DG CLIMA) of 
the European Commission. A first policy brief will come out in January 2021 and it will be 
sent to the DG Clima and DG Environment and later to a wider audience.
Next year, there will be analyses for combining biodiversity priorities and climate change 
effects. 

Periurban Commission, Annukka Rasinmäki 
The presentation by Annukka is as Annex 5.
The toolkit “Parks for Nature and People: Planning, Designing and Managing Periurban 
Parks” is the most important product of 2020. It gives practical advice on planning and 
management of periurban parks, e.g. how to deal with public use, multiple use and 
visitor numbers. The toolkit is not yet available online, but it will be available in January 
2021. A webinar on the toolkit was held on 4 December 2020. The webinar recording is 
available at https://www.europarc.org/tools-and-training/europarc- 
webinars/previous-webinars/.
Case studies on periurban parks are available online at
https://www.europarc.org/knowlege-hub/periurban-parks/. NBS members are 
encouraged to submit their case studies.
There are two new periurban parks, one in the Lyon area and on in Brussels area. A LIFE 
project application was submitted in 2020 but there is not yet information about whether 
it has been accepted or not.
In 2021, the Commission will work on adaptation of periurban parks to the increased use 
and new profile of users that has come about due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The Commis-
sion will also continue its cooperation with the Health and Protected Areas Commission.
Stig commented that periurban parks are very important. They are also important for 
protected areas in forming links with the local governments.

Health and Protected Areas Commission, Liisa Kajala 
The presentation by Liisa is as Annex 6.
Liisa started in the Commission couple of months ago.
In the Jūrmala Communiqué agreed by EUROPARC at its conference in Latvia a year ago 
it was agreed that a Healthy Parks Healthy People Europe Programme was to be created. 
The Communiqué is at https://www.europarc.org/wp- 
content/uploads/2019/10/Jurmala-communique_Helathy-Parks-Healthy-People- 
Europe_EUROPARC.pdf.
The programme was launched in June 2020 and a webinar held. The programme can be 
found at https://www.europarc.org/nature/healthy-parks-healthy-people-europe/.  The 
material of the webinar is available at
https://www.europarc.org/tools-and-training/europarc-webinars/previous-webinars/
healthy-parks-healthy-people-europe/.
The Commission name could be changed to Healthy Parks Healthy People Europe 
Commission, but this is not yet formalized.
The Commission members have participated in webinars to share information on the 
programme.
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In 2021, the updated toolkit Health & Well-being benefits from Parks & Protected Areas will 
be published. The launch webinar with case examples will be on 19 January 2021 at 10:30 
CET. HPHPe network is to be established that would also include people from the  health 
and social sectors. The Commission is scanning for potential projects.

Transboundary Parks Programme, Riina Tervo 
The presentation by Riina is as Annex 7.
There was a training for transboundary parks verifiers in March 2020. There are 
transboundary ambassadors to help transboundary candidates in the field.
The first online TransParcNet meeting was held in December 2020.
There are 10 certified Transboundary Parks. The network has expanded with a Dutch-
German Transboundary Park.
Pasvik-Inari TB Park (NO-FI-RU) is implementing its new 10-year plan. The first visitor 
survey is published which means that there is now information on visitors available.
Oulanka-Paanajärvi TB Park (FI-RU) is working on indigenous brown trout together. Háldi 
Transboundary Area (NO-FI) is a candidate area. Evaluation of the application was done as 
an online-meeting due to the Covid-19 restrictions. There is a new cooperation strategy for 
five years.

European Charter for Sustainable Tourism, Teresa Pastor
Teresa Pastor is responsible for the European Charter for Sustainable Tourism in EUROPARC 
Directorate. She informed that no decision has yet taken on how the Charter award 
ceremony will take place, whether it will be a virtual event or a combination.
It is now 20 years since the first Charter was awarded. EUROPARC wants to boost the 
Charter in Europe. The website will be updated, and the Charter made more visible.
Visibility will be also given to sustainable business partners.
Teresa informed that EUROPARC would like to have NBS involved and nominate a person 
as a Charter Focal Point for the Nordic-Baltic Section. Teresa would then like to have a 
meeting with that person.
In the Annex 8, the tasks and levels of involvement for the Focal Point are presented.
The NBS should decide on which level the Focal Point would be involved.
The next Charter Parks meeting will be on the last week of May in Portugal if possible.

Charter Parks Part II, Elena Bazhenova
Kullaberg Nature Reserve has done a revision of the Charter Part II guidelines. The
revision has been sent to the NBS Charter Parks and Country Focal Points for comments 
and distribution for comments. The comments are expected to be sent to Elena at the 
latest on 23 December 2020.
Kullaberg Nature Reserve has progressed in the Charter Part II using the existing 
methodology and has given a training programme for 25 local businesses. Kullaberg Nature 
Reserve has assisted one business in their action plan process. This could work as  a 
template for other businesses.
There is a need to think about NBS support in the implementation of Charter Part II and 
to determine what are the roles of NBS and EUROPARC.

5.  Updates from the Nordic-Baltic Section Coordination 

EUROPARC Strategy Task Force, Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen 
The EUROPARC Council established a Strategy Task Force to advice the development of 
the new EUROPARC Strategy. The Task Force is formed by representatives of the Council, 
Sections and Directorate. Sanna represents NBS in the Task Force. The Task Force had a 
meeting on 7 December 2020 to discuss the next steps of the Strategy  process. There will 
be a meeting of the Task Force in January-February 2021 prior to  start of the drafting of 
the Strategy. There will be a separate drafting group of the  Strategy. It was discussed that 
the Sections could be involved in one more step of the  Strategy process but the modality 
of this was not decided. A draft of the Strategy will be  available in the summer of 2021. 
The Strategy will be voted to be approved in the  General Assembly in the EUROPARC 
Conference in 2021.
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Elections of the Council and President, Stig Johansson
Stig emphasised again how important it is to have candidates that come from the Nordic-
Baltic Section. It is important to have understanding of the Nordic-Baltic conditions in the 
Council. Stig urged all members to think about good candidates. It would be good to have 
a candidate for Council and for Presidency that all Nordic-Baltic Section members 
could support and lobby for. It is very important to have a person from the Section at 
least in the Council as Nele will step down as Councillor. If there is no candidate for 
presidency from the NBS then it would be important to identify a candidate that NBS 
could support.

Update of the website, Carina Wennström
The website is updated. Information is needed from the Country Focal Points to update 
their countries’ pages as soon as possible.
The renewal of the website will happen in 2021 and will be done by Metsähallitus, 
Parks  & Wildlife Finland although the coordination will be at the Swedish Environmental 
Protection Agency.

Next EUROPARC Conference and European Day of Parks, Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen 
The next EUROPARC Conference will be held on 4-8 October 2021 in Leeuwarden, the 
Netherlands. The theme of the Conference is “Tribute to our landscape — Where nature 
and people meet in harmony”.
In the EUROPARC Newsletter that came on 15 December 2020, EUROPARC posted that 
they are looking for practical examples and good ideas to share in the “Inspiration 
Sessions”. In particular, they are looking for case studies in the following areas: 1) 
Restoration and protection; 2) Biodiversity (directly linked to the EU 2030 Biodiversity 
Strategy); 3) Species Re-introduction animals or plants; 4) Landscape storytelling; 
5)  Capacity building / knowledge building; 6) Technology & nature; 7) Landscape  
assessment / Integrated spatial planning; and 8) Youth.
It says in the newsletter: “Your case studies will be part of new inspiration sessions, 
that  will enable us to elaborate the conference theme: “Tribute to our landscape, 
where  nature and people meet in harmony”. These case studies need to be presented in  
English.” “Please drop an email with information about your case study to the EUROPARC 
Conference 2021 team info@europarc2021.nl until Friday 15th of January 2021.”
Please note: If you are interested the deadline is already in 15 January 2021.

The topic for next year’s European Day of Parks will be “Parks — The Next Generation”.

6.  Handing over the coordination to the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency, Stig 
Johansson and Maano Aunapuu

Stig said that this was his last EUROPARC meeting due to his retirement. He highlighted 
some of the things that Metsähallitus, Parks & Wildlife has done during the coordination. 
The NBS members’ list and emails are now up to date. Country Focal Points have 
been  appointed for each of the Nordic-Baltic Section countries. This has helped the 
coordination in updating the members’ list, emails and the website. It is a good system. 
Big thank you for the Country Focal Points!
There will be new webpages of NBS.
The NBS webinar held on 27 November 2020 was a success with 50 participants. This is a 
good way to have more members actively participating in the NBS activities.
It is of course always nice to meet in person which we managed to do each year except  
in 2020.
Stig and Sanna have represented the NBS in EUROPARC meetings.
The Section has participated in the EUROPARC Strategy process with representation by 
the coordination.
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Metsähallitus, Parks & Wildlife Finland is actively participating in EUROPARC, e.g. in  
many Commissions. The commissions are doing important work at a practical and policy 
levels. Parks & Wildlife Finland will continue to be active in EUROPARC and in the  Nordic-
Baltic Section.

Maano said that NBS is about helping each other, sharing with each other and 
inspiring  each other. Conny and Linda will continue working with EUROPARC and 
NBS in  representation of the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency. The Swedish 
Environmental Protection Agency will recruit two people, one for the post of the 
president and the other as coordinator. He suggested to have a hand-over meeting in 
January 2021 with Metsähallitus, Parks & Wildlife Finland. This was readily accepted.

7.  Closing of the meeting, Stig Johansson
Stig said that EUROPARC is doing a good job and he is happy that EUROPARC seems to be 
going to a right direction. EUROPARC is the biggest common voice for protected areas in 
Europe. Stig thanked everybody on behalf of the coordination and wished everybody  
happy holidays.
Stig closed the meeting at 12.01 CET.

Annexes
Annex 1  Agenda of the meeting

Annex 3  Presentation of work of the Agriculture and Protected Areas Commission by Kaja Lotman 
Annex 4  Presentation of work of the Climate Change Task Force by Santtu Kareksela
Annex 5  Presentation of work of the Periurban Commission by Annukka Rasinmäki
Annex 6  Presentation of work of the Health and Protected Areas Commission by Liisa Kajala 
Annex 7.  Presentation of the Transboundary Parks Programme by Riina Tervo
Annex 8.  Nomination of European Charter for Sustainable Tourism Focal Point for Nordic-Baltic 
Section: Tasks and levels of involvement for the Focal Point
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Annex 1. Agenda of the meeting

AGENDA

09:00-09:05/10:00-10:05/11:00-11:05 
Opening of the meeting and technical information

	§ Stig Johansson, President EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section 
§  Sanna-Kaisa Juvonen, Coordinator EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section

09:05-09:15/10:05-10:15/11:05-11:15 
Updates from the Council

	§ Nele Sõber, EUROPARC Council
Updates from Members (5 min/country)

	§ Estonia, Nele Sõber

09:15-09:50/10:15-10:50/11:15-11:50 
Updates from Members (5 min/country)

	§ Denmark, Jan Woollhead
	§ Finland, Stig Johansson
	§ Iceland, Davíð Örvar Hansson
	§ Latvia, Rolands Auziņš
	§ Lithuania, Giedrius Norvaišas
	§ Norway, Kirsten Thyrum
	§ Sweden, Conny Jacobson

09:50-10:20/10:50-11:20/11:50-12:20
Updates from the Commissions and Transboundary Parks Programme (5 min each)

	§ Agriculture and Protected Areas, Kaja Lotman
	§ Climate Change Task Force, Santtu Kareksela
	§ Periurban Commission, Annukka Rasinmäki
	§ Health and Protected Areas Commission, Liisa Kajala
	§ Transboundary Parks Programme, Riina Tervo
	§ Charter Parks Part II, Elena Bazhenova

10:20-10:35/11:20-11:35/12:20-12:35
Update from the Natura 2000 Areas Commission
Information on the EUROPARC Strategy process

	§ Federico Minozzi, EUROPARC

10:35-10:45/11:35-11:45/12:35-12:45 
Updates from the Nordic-Baltic Section Coordination

	§ Elections of the Council and President
	§ Update of the website
	§ Any other business

10:45-10:55/11:45-11:55/12:45-12:55
Handing over the coordination to the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency
 
10:55-11:00/11:55-12:00/12:55-13:00 
Closing of the meeting

	§ Stig Johansson, President EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section



The work of Comission 
of  Agriculture
Kaja Lotman

EUROPARC NBS Zoom members
meeting 16.12.2020



Actions 

1. EUROPARC Recommendations for Members States and Regions,  
Importance of involving National and Regional  Protected  Areas 
(PAs) and Natura 2000 network areas in the  preparation and 
implementation of the CAP Strategic National Plans – by January 
2020 

2. Focus on the National CAP Strategic Plans because the member 
states already started to plan CAP. Discussions - Estonia, Austria, 
Wallonia, France  



3. Participation and shareing information about discussions in 
Brussels on CAP progress, public consultation to EU Forest 
Strategy, the ELO’s annual European Biodiversity Conference 
Farming for biodiversity, etc

4. EU Platform on Lagre Carnivores: internet conference: 
Coexisting with Large Carnivores: Next stepin conservation 
and management organized by FACE

Actions



Thank you!  



News from:

EUROPARC
Climate Change Task Force

Santtu Kareksela (Parks & Wildlife Finland)

(https://www.europarc.org/about-us/network/europarc- 
commissions/task-force-climate/)

https://www.europarc.org/about-us/network/europarc-commissions/task-force-climate/


What is the EUROPARC Climate Change Task Force?

Help Natur’Adapt Life project team to translate technical needs into a strategic  
vision for European and national policy makers
Provide the baseline for a wider dissemination of results and practical actions 
for a successful implementation of Natur’Adapt Life project outcomes in other 
European countries
Contribute to raising awareness among decision makers and EU institutions 
about Climate Change impact on biodiversity and needs for adaptation 
strategies
To provide guidance and promote action for Climate Change Adaptation within 
the European network of protected areas.

Climate Change Task Force



Who are we?
Climate Change Task Force

Members 

 • Ainhize Butrón, Ihobe – ESP

 • Gerald Plattner, Austrian Federal Forests – AUT

 • Lorenzo Merotto, Portofino Marine Protected Area, IT

 • Myrthe Fonck, Puur Water & Natuur – NLD

 • Santtu Kareksela, Parks & Wildlife Finland (Metsähallitus) – FIN

 • Stewart Pritchard, Scottish Natural Heritage, UK

 • Viorica Bisca, Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve Authority – ROU

Invited expert: 

 • José Atauri, EUROPARC-Spain/FUNGOBE – Author of “Manual 13, Adapting to climate change in planning and management of 
protected areas”
Coordination: 

Olivier de Sadeleer, EUROPARC Federation / Partner LIFE NaturAdapt – BEL
 • with the support of the ever-smiling Anne-Cerise TISSOT, Réserves Naturelles de France / Lead Partner LIFE NaturAdapt – FRA



Work in progress.. 2020:
Climate Change Task Force

We have had many online meetings for formulating the problem 

Why protected areas? What does “adapting” mean for protected areas? Why climate 
change and not all threats, e.g. land-use..?

Meeting with representatives from DG Climate (Peter Löffler) and DG Environment (Sofia Pachini)  

First communication/recommendation document coming out in January!

First version to EC to DG Clima and DG Env
Aiming to influence the implementation of the Biodiversity Strategy and of the Climate 
Adaptation Strategy 
Second version coming a bit later with larger focus audience

Next year(s): more emphasis on national level analyses for combining biodiversity priorities and 
Climate Change effects -> where can we make a difference!



Kuva: Petra Pohjola / Metsähallitus  

News from the Periurban commission 

16.12.2020
Europarc Nordic-Baltic section meeting

Annukka Rasinmäki Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland
annukka.rasinmaki(at)metsa.fi



What is Periurban Commission 
Periurban parks – as they are referred to – are natural or rural 
protected sites, including Natura 2000 sites, that are located in 
the outskirts of cities

Overall Mission: To prepare a strategy and workplan that will set  priorities 
of the periurban agenda of work within the EUROPARC Federation

 •  Members: NEW MEMBERS 
Chair – Marià Martí, Parc de Collserola (ES) 
Europarc staff member: Teresa Pastor 
Members 
Riccardo Gini, Parco Nord Milano (IT), Damien Prost, 
Grand Parc Miribel Jonage Lyon(FR), Nikos Pangas, 
Mt Hymettus Aesthetic Forest (GR), 
Annukka Rasinmäki, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife 
Finland (FI), Etienne Aulotte (Brussels  Environment) 
External experts: Fernando Louro Alves–Parque 
Florestal de Monsanto, Alberto Girani– Parco di Portofino 
(IT), Andrej Verlic- Tivoli Landscape Park Ljubljana, Silvia 
Argentiero

 •  Europarc.org/periurban-parks



TOOLKIT: Parks for Nature and 
People 
Planning, Designing and Managing Periurban Parks



TOOLKIT: Parks for Nature and People 
Planning, Designing and Managing Periurban parks



Toolkit : How to get it? 

 • Toolkit – Planning, Designing and Managing 
Periurban parks webinar was  4.12.2020

 • The webinar recording is available in EF website: 
https://www.europarc.org/tools-and-training/
europarc-webinars/previous-webinars/

 • Many interesting  CASE STUDIES in the 
Knowledge hub: https://www.europarc.
org/knowlege-hub/periurban-parks/ 
- > Still  possible to do case studies 

 • The Toolkit still needs some substantial 
editing  – available January 2021

www.europarc.org/tools-
https://www.europarc.org/knowlege-hub/periurban-parks/
https://www.europarc.org/knowlege-hub/periurban-parks/


2021: Main tasks of Periurban 
Commission 

 • UrbanGreeningPlans– Life project : application left 2020 - “to 
enable local policy makers and greenspace managers to design and 
demonstrate innovative mechanisms to increase the overall presence 
of biodiversity in their territories”,

 • Adaptation of Periurban Parks to the increased use and new 
profile of users, stressed by the COVID 19 pandemic and the new 
reality - > perhaps promotional campaign in “behaving” in protected 
areas in European Days of Parks

 • The role of Periurban Parks in health promotion and wellbeing 
of urban citizens - > collaboration with Health and Protected 
areas commission continues- > some communication output



Butterfly, Valkmusa national park, picture Olli Pihlajamaa  

Further infomation

Annukka Rasinmäki
Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland 
annukka.rasinmaki@metsa.fi



www.metsa.fi @metsahallitus_forststyrelsen @metsahallitus  

www.metsa.fi


Updates from 
the Health and 
Protected Areas 
Commission

Liisa Kajala
Parks & Wildlife Finland



Launch of the 
programme, 
June 29th, 2020 

Full programme: 

www.europarc.org/nature/healthy-parks-
healthy-people-europe/
 
 
Material of the webinar: 

www.europarc.org/tools-and-training/
europarc-webinars/previous-webinars/
healthy-parks-healthy-people-europe/

http://www.europarc.org/nature/healthy-parks-healthy-people-europe/
www.europarc.org/tools-and-


Health and Protected Areas, commission members  



In the autumn 

 • Commission name to be changed to Healthy Parks 
Healthy People Europe Commission. Not formal yet.

 • Joint workshop with Periurban Parks Commission in 
EROPARC conference  
Workshop 3: Nature on the front line: how do we ensure healthy parks, 
healthy people in periurban Europe?

 • HPHPe was presented by Carol, Peter and Liisa in an IUCN  
WCPA webinar “People and Parks: the pathways for social 
and ecological recovery” (Oct 5th)

 • Commission members are active in IUCN/WCPA Specialist 
Group on Health & Wellbeing 
Global network on HPHP.   
Peter & Liisa attended in November an online meeting.  All Group reps were 
actioned to write a short update. This is a chance to promote HPHPe. 

 • Collaboration with Periurban Commission in terms of HPHPe 
content of Periurban toolkit



Photo: Metsähallitus /  Saša Dolinšek  



Next steps 

 • The updated toolkit about to be 
published.

 • Launch webinar with case 
examples forthcoming 
  January 19th, 2021, at 10:30 CET

 • HPHPe network to be established
 • Scanning for potential projects



Update of Transboundary Parks Programme  

Riina Tervo, 16.12.2020  

Nordic-Baltic Section Meeting  





TRANSPARCNET MEETING 2020 – NEWS FROM THE AREAS  





© Sami Häily, Metsähallitus  

News from Pasvik Inari Trilateral Park                                  
(NO/RU/FI) 

• Action plan 2019-2028: 66 actions to be implemented

• Results from 4th trilateral monitoring of brown bear: 
more bears detected than in earlier studies; 47 individuals, out  of which 24 were 
earlier known and 23 new individuals; 3 bilateral bears

• First visitor survey is published: 255 answers from combined 
paper/online survey; age and length of the stay for typical visitor vary from 
country to another; observing nature, hiking and photographing are trilaterally 
most typical activities 

• 5th summer of trilateral bird ringing: Time for detailed analysis 
on  species, individuals and recaptures over the years 

• See website: https://prosjekt.fylkesmannen.no/Pasvik-Inari/News/ 

Further info from Tiia Kalske, fmfithk@fylkesmannen.no 

https://prosjekt.fylkesmannen.no/Pasvik†




News from Oulanka-Paanajärvi 
National  Parks (FI/RU)

A Finnish-Russian crossborder cooperation project PRO TROUT - Prospering 
native brown trout and local fishing professions was granted funding by the 
ENI Karelia CBC Programme. The project work started in March 2020. Actions 
are well under way, even though Covid-19 prevents travel of people across the 
border.

Domestic nature tourism on both sides of the Finnish-Russian border 
has greatly increased during the pandemic. For example, the number of 
summertime visitors to Oulanka National Park grew 48 % from the previous year.  
How this trend affects popularity of fishing for the indigenous brown trout, remains 
to be seen.  
 
In any case, PRO TROUT worksto improve knowledge of the fishermen and 
-women on the fishing regulations set to protect unique biodiversity and  
natural resources of the border area, and also strives to further improve the 
regulations.  
Read more at https://tinyurl.com/y4doubbr 

Further info from Sari Alatossava,  sari.alatossava@metsa.fi

https://tinyurl.com/y4doubbr


NEWS FROM CANDIDATE AREAS  



News from Háldi Transboundary Area, NO/FI
 - Evaluation of the application as online-meeting  

due to COVID-19 restrictions 

 - New cooperation strategy for five years

 - Establishement of Joint Management Board  
for the cooperation and Joint Advisory Board of   
stakeholders to support management actions

 - Results from common visitor survey are soon 
out. New methods were piloted: a separate 
PPGIS survey in the net, Strava data from mobile 
devices and data from several social media 
platforms are analyzed

Further info from Pertti Itkonen, 
pertti.itkonen@metsa.fi Topographic map combining terrain and infrastructure in 

Háldi Transboundary Area  





Thank you for the cooperation!  

Stay healthy and passionate on transboundary work  



ECST Focal point 

NBS: Nordic Baltic Sea   

EF: EUROPARC Federation   

ECST: European Charter Sustainable Tourism   

It should be preferable someone from a country with ECST.   

The Focal point could have three different levels of involvement. It is up to the NBS section to decide.   
 
 

1.   Basic level  

	• It will be the contact person with EF both ways:  

 - Bottom-up:  to express the needs and concerns of ECST members  

 - Top-down:  to disseminate news, procedures, and initiatives from EF  

	• This implies communication with Charter parks and Charter partners.   
	• All this will imply more or less:  

-2 online debriefing meetings with EF Sustainable Tourism / year  

-1 online meeting with all Focal points (from all sections with charter) / year  

2.   Medium level  

	• In addition to be the contact person, he/she will organise a working group among NBS  
section Charter members and coordinate it   

What it is expected from the working group? 

 - Exchange of information  
 - Support to members   
 - Specific theme discussions  
 - Training  
 - Send recommendations to EF  
 - Validation of Charter documents 

•  This will imply 1  F2F or online meeting / yr and regular communication among members   



3.  Top level  

Charter Part I  

	• NBS section could have an engaged role supporting new Charter members, like they do in  
Italy. Federparchi (EUROPARC Italy) has set-up a list of experts that have been trained on the  
Charter principles and on the Charter Application Dossier and therefore are better fitted to  
help new candidates in the submission of their application. Italy also holds the secretariat 
of  the Charter candidates for all contacts with EF. For these tasks, they charge a fee to the  
candidates.  

	• NBS could have a limited role like the other sections, which do not offer these services to 
their candidates.  

Charter Part II and III 

	• EF awards the Charter partners in the condition that there is a third party that confirms the  
procedure taken by the Charter Park with the tourism business. In the case of Charter I, this  
procedure is guaranteed by the verifiers and the Evaluation Committee.  

	• In the case of Charter II, it would be unsustainable to set up such an expensive scheme. 
All  the sections that already have Charter II (FR, SP, IT), agreed with EF to perform this task.  
Therefore they act on behalf of EF to :  

1. Check and confirm the request from the Charter park to start Charter II and the compliance  
of any park’s specific criteria with Charter II methodology  

2. Check and confirm the compliance of each Charter partner dossier (Action plan, and  
Partnership agreement) with the Charter II methodology  

3. Communicate to EF the new Charter partners and their data in order to join the network and 
get visibility in EF website and DB.   

4. Ensure that Charter parks are monitoring the 3 yr action plan of their Charter partners  
Note: Some sections have found funding to perform these tasks. Others are charging a fee 
to  the Business (At least, it is the case for Spanish Section for Charter III Travel agencies  
candidates).   

NBS section needs to clarify, in advance, if they are assuming these roles. If not, at the  
moment, the only alternative that EF has is to perform these tasks itself.  In this case, this  
would imply that an application summary needs to be in English and there will be a cost  
involved.   

Taking into consideration that you are, for the moment, an informal multi-lingual and multi-
national section, we are open to consider other options that you may have.
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